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•  Otex  is  the  undisputed  brand 
leader  amongst  proprietary 
ear  wax  preparations. 

•  In-pack  survey  results  show 
9  out  of  10  users  find  Otex 
effective. 

•  Over  90%  of  Otex  purchasers 
surveyed  said  they  would  buy 
Otex  again. 


And  here's  why  ...  Otex  has  a  unique, 
dual-action  formula  that  not  only  softens 
hardened  ear  wax  but  then  goes  on  to 
help  it  fragment  and  disperse.  Otex  is 
clinically  proven  to  reduce  the  need  for 
syringing. 

With  a  massive  national  TV  and 
press  campaign  scheduled  for  this  year, 
it  can  only  mean  one  thing  ...  even  bigger 
news  for  your  pharmacy  sales. 
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OTEX  Registered  Trademark  and  Product  Licence  held  by  Diomed  Developments  Ltd  .  Hitchin.  SG4  7QR.  UK   Distributed  by  DDD  Ltd  .  A 

94  Rickmansworth  Road,  Watford,  Herts,  WD1  7JJ.  UK  Active  Ingredient:  5  0%  w.w  Urea  hydrogen  peroxide  Directions:  Tilt  head,  and  DIOMED 

gently  squeeze  up  to  5  drops  into  ear  Leave  for  a  few  minutes  and  then  wipe  surplus  with  tissue  Repeat  once  or  twice  daily,  it  oi5tb°buteoCbI 

necessary,  whilst  symptoms  clear  Indications:  For  the  removal  of  hardened  ear  wax  Precautions:  Do  not  use  if  sensitive  to  ingredients, 

it  ear  drum  is  (or  has  been)  damaged,  if  you  suffer  from  dizziness,  or  if  there  is  any  other  ear  disorder  (such  as  pain,  discharge,  ELMJ^ 

inflammation  infection  or  tinnitus)  or  if  any  other  preparation  has  recently  been  used  in  the  ear  Do  not  use  Otex  after  syringing  or  after  H^^flfl 

ill-advised  mechanical  efforts  to  dislodge  wax  It  in  doubt  or  it  there  is  a  history  ot  ear  problems,  seek  medical  advice  before  use  Keep  away  BUSHM 

from  eyes  If  irritation  or  pain  occurs  during  use,  or  if  symptoms  persist,  stop  treatmenl  and  consult  your  doctor  Keep  all  medicines  out  of 
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On  target  for  another  Pharmacy  Only  blockbuster,  new  TOEPEDO  cream  for  Athlete  s  Foot  has  been  launched 
by  the  team  who  brought  you  the  sure-fire  winners,  Ibuleve M,  Otex "  and  Bazuka '".  Dual-action  TOEPEDO  will 
be  fuelled  nationwide  by  an  explosive  combination  of  TV,  radio  and  press  advertising. 
We  will  be  making  waves  in  the  Athlete's  Foot  market.  Make  sure  you  don't  miss  out -load  up  with  stock  now!* 

RELIEVES  ITCHING  AND  DISCOMFORT  FAST! 


TOEPEDO  Registered  Trademark  and  Product  Licence  held  by  Diomed  Developments  Limited,  Hitchin.  SG4  7QR.  UK.  Distributed  by  DDD  Limited.  94  Rickmansworth  Road,  Watford, 
Herts,  WD1  7JJ,  UK  Active  Ingredients:  6  0%  w/w  benzoic  acid  BP,  3.0%  w/w  salicylic  acid  BP  Directions:  Apply  a  thin  layer  to  the  affected  areas  and  massage  gently  until  absorbed 
Apply  twice  daily  until  symptoms  clear  Indications:  For  the  treatment  and  management  of  Athlete's  Foot  and  other  appropriate  fungal  skin  infections.  Precautions:  Do  not 
use  to  treat  thrush,  and  keep  away  from  the  face,  bottom  and  genital  (sex)  regions  Do  not  use  on  moles,  rashes  or  any  skin  lesion  for  which  TOEPEDO  is  not  recommended-  Do  not  use 
if  sensitive  to  any  of  the  ingredients.  Keep  all  medicines  out  of  the  reach  of  children  |FOR  EXTERNAL  USE  ONLY  [  Legal  category:  P  Packing:  Tubes  of  20  g  (PL  0173/0020), 
price  C3.95  (C3.36  exc  VAT).  3/96. 

'Contact  your  Dendron  representative  or  wholesaler.  Dendron  tel.  no:  01923  229251. 
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So  electronic  voting  has  lost  Council's  vote. 
The  Society's  experiment  into  a  brave  new 
world  lasted  three  months,  with  the 
conclusion  that  the  occasional  use  of  the 
system  could  be  just  as  easily  done  in  a  manual 
fashion. 

Surely  all  pharmacists  will  breathe  a  sigh  of 
relief  that  the  Society  has  saved  over  £12, 000  on  a 
system  that  would  be  of  little  value,  but  at  the 
same  time  alarm  bells  are  ringing  that  I  he 
membership  will  go  back  to  being  kept  in  the  dark 
over  voting  outcomes  -  despite  assurances  to  the 
contrary.  It  is  a  fear  shared  by  at  least  one  Council 
member,  who  points  out  that  they  were  told  that 
recording  votes  was  not  feasible  manually, 
presumably  because  this  approach  took  up  too 
much  time. 

Of  course,  the  electronic  system  in  itself  didn't 
do  a  great  deal  to  enlighten  the  membership  on 
how  its  elected  representatives  vote.  In  response 
to  criticism  that  the  names  of  those  who  voted 
against  the  standards  tribunal  in  the  February 
Council  meeting  were  not  published,  the  Society's 
secretary  and  registrar,  John  Ferguson,  said  it  was 
not  int  ended  to  publish  names  on  every  occasion 
that  a  vote  is  taken.  He  did  not  elaborate  on  which 
occasions  will  be  deemed  suitable.  Surely  the 
answer  is  quite  simple:  any  issue  requiring  the 
vote  of  Council  is  serious  enough  to  warrant  the 
wider  membership  knowing  which  side  of  the 
fence  Council  members  stand  on. 

The  one  benefit  of  the  electronic  experiment  is 
that  it  has  brought  this  issue  to  the  fore.  The  fact 
that  there  is  to  be  a  return  to  the  old  system 
doesn't  necessarily  mean  there  should  be 
continued  membership  ignorance. 

Perhaps  this  could  be  the  spur  to  push  for 
greater  openness  and  democracy  within  the 
profession ... 
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NEWS 


Council  approves 
draft  conduct  code 


The  Royal  Pharmaceutical  Soci- 
ety's Council  has  approved  a 
draft  code  of  conduct  foi  I  'ouncil 
members.  A  deliberate  breach 
could  result  in  ( louncil  passing  a 
motion  of  censure  naming  the 
member  concerned. 
The  code  states  that  members: 

1  must,  while  acting  as  (  ouncil 
members,  al  all  limes  ensure  thai 

their  activities  are  directed  in 
wards  fulfilling  the  Society's  ob- 
jects specified  in  the  Supplemental 
Charter  and  the  Society's  responsi- 
bilities specified  in  legislation. 

2  ensure  thai  the  Society's  funds 
are  properly  applied  to  further- 

Stricter  rules 
coming  for 
slimming  pills? 

The  Medicines  Control  Agency 
and  other  medicines  agencies  in 
the  European  Union  are  consid- 
ering stricter  treatment  guide- 
lines lor  anor  ectic  agents. 

The  guidelines  have  not  been 
published  officially,  but  C&D 
understands  that  they  seek  to 
tighten  up  on  private  slimming 
clinics,  where  clients  are  poorly 
monitored  and  the  dr  ugs  are  pre- 
scribed lor  people  who  an-  not 
obese.  The  guidelines  are 
expected  to  recommend  that  the 
drugs  are  used  only  under  con- 
trolled supervision  by  medical 
experts. 

:>M  Health  (  are  is  currently  dis- 
cussing with  the  MCA  ways  of 
bringing  the  prescribing  guide- 
lines lor  Duromine  (phen- 
teramine)  into  line  with  the  latest 
recommendations. 

The  dangers  of  indiscriminate 
use  of  appetite  suppressants  was 
highlighted  mi  the  ISBC  liadio  I 
programme,  'You  and  yours'  on 
Tuesday.  Telephone  callers  In  the 
programme's  helpline  were  rec- 
ommended to  consult  a  general 
practitioner  before  going  to  slim- 
ming clinics. 

The  Genera]  Medical  Council 
warned  doctors  two  years  ago 
they  iaced  disciplinary  action  for 
irresponsible  prescribing. 


ing  the  Society's  objects 

3  must  not  make  use  of  informa- 
tion, acquired  by  reason  of  their 
position,  for  personal  gain 

4  must  not  use  their  position  to 
promote  private  interests 

5  must  respect  the  confidential- 
ity of  information  identified  as 
confidential  and  acquired  solely 
by  virtue  of  their  position 

(»  must  not  use  their  position  to 
seek  to  influence  the  conduct  of 
any  aspect  of  the  Council's  busi- 
ness tor  the  benefit  of  any  indi- 
vidual, body  corporate  or  other 
association,  rather  than  the  pro- 
fession as  a  whole. 


This  week's  issue  carries  the 
multiple  choice  question  paper 
relating  to  Pharmacy  Update 
articles  carried  in  March. 

These  include:  hormonal  con- 
traception, schizophrenia  (both 
published  March  2)  and  psoria- 
sis (March  10). 

Pharmacists  who  wish  to 
have  their  answers  to  each 
Update  module  independently 
marked  and  certified  can  regis- 


Wolverhampton  has  lost  its  out 
of  hours  emergency  chemist  ser- 
vice through  lack  of  funding. 

The  six  pharmacy  contractors 
who  provided  a  24-hour  on-call 
emergency  service  will  be 
replaced  with  the  standard  phar- 


Surgichem  is  consulting  its 
lawyers  over  warnings  issued  by 
the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  regarding  the  com- 
pany's activities  in  residential 
and  musing  homes  (CVv/J  March 
9,p314). 

The  move  conies  in  the  wake 
of  the  NPA's  February  Board 
report,  which  warned  pharma- 
cists about  Surgichem's  market- 
ing approach,  w  hich  involved  the 
company  making  direct  ap- 
proaches to  nursing  and  residen- 
tial homes  offering  the  Nomad 


During  debate  at  this  month's 
meeting,  Graham  Walker  said  he 
could  see  occasions  when  some 
members  would  be  in  breach  of 
the  code  almost  by  accident. 

Marshall  Davies  saw  problems 
with  clause  (i,  because  all  mem- 
bers held  strong  views  and  on 
which  they  would  try  to  convince 
others. 

The  secretary  and  registrar, 
John  Ferguson,  explained  that  if 
Mr  Davies  sought  t  o  argue  some- 
thing that  was  in  the  interest  of 
Boots,  he  would  have  to  be  con- 
vinced it  was  in  the  interests  of 
the  profession  as  a  whole. 


ter  to  use  C&D's  interactive  tele- 
phone marking  service.  The 
cost  is  £12.50  (plus  £2.19  VAT). 
This  will  allow  access,  via  a  per- 
sonal identification  number 
( PIN )  to  all  College  of  Pharmacy 
Practice-accredited  modules 
published  during  1996. 

Subscribers  who  wish  to 
'catch  up'  with  back  copies  of 
accredited  articles  can  use  the 
faxback  service  on  0891  444791. 


macist  on-call  procedure. 

The  £3,000  funding  for  the 
scheme  came  from  Wolverhamp- 
ton Health  Authority's  pharmacy 
budget,  but  the  Department  of 
Health  has  stated  this  money 
cannot  be  used  for  on-call  fees. 


monitored  dosage  system.  The 
homes  are  said  to  understand 
Nomad  will  be  provided  free  by 
local  pharmacists. 

The  NPA  repeats  the  warning 
in  its  latest  Supplement,  though 
stressing  that  it  appears  to  be 
Surgichem's  subsidiary,  Pharma- 
ceutical Care  Services,  that  is 
making  the  direct  approaches. 
The  NPA  also  asks  pharmacists 
to  provide  'feedback  informa- 
tion' on  Surgichem  activities. 

i'he  Association  argues  that 
the  company  is  putting  pharma- 


Queries  over 
working  capital 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee's  cam- 
paign to  lobby  MPs  on  the  work- 
ing capital  issue  continues  to 
bear  fruit  with  questions  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

The  latest  came  from  Mr  Pear- 
son who  asked  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health's  calculations  of 
the  working  capital  requirements 
for  pharmacists. 

Health  minister  Gerald  Malone 
revealed  in  a  written  answ  er  that 
the  working  capital  for  a  medi- 
cine pharmacy  was  £22,533  in 
1989-90  and  £35,741  in  1994-95. 
"The  cost  of  servicing  working 
capital  is  dependent  <  in  variations 
in  interest  rates,"  he  added. 
#  Mr  Malone  also  revealed,  in  a 
written  response  to  Malcolm 
Bruce,  that  a  1  per  cent  drop  in 
the  script  fee  would  cost  the  NHS 
million,  2  per  cent  £(5m  and  5 
per  cent  would  cost  £15m. 

Temazepam 
reminder 

Pharmacists  are  reminded  that 
temazepam  moves  into  the  CD 
cupboard  from  April  18. 

Following  its  re-classification 
as  a  Schedule  3  drug  it  becomes 
subject  to  the  Misuse  of  Drugs 
( Safe  <  itstoih  i  Regul;  ns  1H7  ! 

This  requirement  also  applies 
to  musing  homes  and  private 
hospitals,  both  for  stock  items 
and  also  for  individual's  private 
medicines. 

Contractors  in  England,  Wales 
and  Northern  Ireland  have 
received  a  one-off  payment  of 
£127.50  to  allow  for  improved 
custody. 

CD  fees  have  not  been  agreed, 
pending  the  resolution  of  remu- 
neration talks. 


cists  in  an  impossible  position: 
"Supply  Nomad  at  no  cost  or  lose 
the  In niie". 

Surgichem  disputes  the  NBAs 
arguments.  Managing  director 
Norman  Niven  says  the  current 
article  is  inaccurate  and  mislead- 
ing. "PCS  is  not  involved  in  any 
way  with  selling  Nomad,  PCS  is 
about  obtaining  payment  for 
pharmacists,"  he  says. 

Mr  Niven  adds  thai  the  com- 
pany is  considering  its  legal  posi- 
tion  and  will  be  taking  appropri- 
ate action. 


Wolverhampton  loses  out  of  hours  funding 


Surgichem  talks  to  lawyers  over  NPA  warning 
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Logado  advertising  claims 
unsubstantiated,  rules  ASA 


Pay  problems  could 
scupper  SCRIPTS 


The  Scottish  SCRIPTS  project 
could  run  into  problems  if  phar- 
macists arc  nol  paid  foi  the 
equipment  and  extra  manpower 
involved. 

The  Scottish  Pharmaceutical 
General  Council  is  making  it. 
clear  (hat  pharmacists  will  go 
along  with  the  scheme,  in  which 
prescription  data  is  sent  elec 
tronically  to  the  Pharmacy  Prac- 
tice Division  for  pricing,  only  if 
their  costs  are  met.  The  SPGC 
has  discussed  payment  with  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Scottish 
Home  and  Health  Department 
and  the  PPD. 

Says  SPGC  secretary  Dr  Colin 
Virden:  "Any  [electronic]  system 
will  involve  extra  work  and 
expense  for  pharmacists.  We 
think  that  the  costs  of  updating 
equipment  and  the  day  to  day 


Community  pharmacists  should 
not  undertake  health  promotion 
in  isolation,  advises  Dr  Henry 
Elliott,  senior  lecturer  in  medi- 
cine and  therapeutics  at  Glas- 
gow's Western  Infirmary. 

Speaking  at  a  health  promotion 
meeting  organised  by  the  Scot- 
tish Centre  for  Post-qualification 
Pharmaceutical  Education  last 
month,  Dr  Elliott  said  he  en- 
dorsed an  integrated  approach, 
where  the  pharmacist  was  incor- 
porated into  the  primary  health- 
care team.  This  would  allow  mul- 
tiple risk  factors  to  be  considered 
and  lead  to  patients  being  treated 
holistically. 

ALPS  training  push 

The  Association  of  Local  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  Secretaries  is 
drawing  up  a  series  of  one-day 
summer  training  seminars. 

In  addition,  it  is  considering 
running  joint  seminars  for  LPC 
secretaries  and  chairmen. 

For  newly-appointed  LPC  sec- 
retaries, there  is  a  two-day  course 
at  Loughborough  on  April  28-29. 
ALPS  secretary  Jean  Roth  well 
says:  "We  ar  e  trying  to  catch  these 
people  because  some  of  them 
may  not  know  what  is  going  on." 
•  ALPS  has  one  place  going  on  its 
free  computer  training  seminar  in 
Bristol  on  May  8.  Contact  Jean 
Rothwell  on  01204  847896. 


running  of  I  he  scheme  sin  mid  be 
Inline  by  the  people  who  w  ;inl 

the  data,  which  is  ultimately  the 
Government 

Jim  Brunton,  a  single-handed 
proprietor  in  Edinburgh  \\  ho  has 
been  involved  in  SCRIPTS  I  rials, 
calculates  I  hat  prescription  ptie 
ing  lakes  him  20  30  per  cent 
longer  than  it  used  to.  It  has  cost 
him  a  couple  of  hundred  pounds 
to  update  his  software  and  install 
a  dedicated  telephone  line. 

"If  the  system  becomes  perma- 
nent, I  will  need  to  consider 
employing  another  half  a  mem- 
bei  n[  staff,"  he  says 

Alistair  Meldrum,  of  Kennyhill 
Pharmacy,  Glasgow,  says:  "The 
main  benefit  is  that  the  PPD  gets 
the  information  sooner,  but  will 
this  mean  pharmacists  get  paid 
more  quickly?" 


Beware  the  hidden  dangers  lurk- 
ing in  your  home.  Yes,  you  nun- 
think  that  cruet  set  on  top  of  the 
tablecloth  looks  harmless  en- 
ough, but  cruet  sets  sent  13  peo- 
ple to  accident  and  emergency  in 
1994,  and  tablecloths  a  further 
eight. 

Tire  latest  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry  Home  Acci- 
dent Surveillance  System  report 
reveals  five  people  had  a  run-in 
with  a  sieve.  21  with  clothes 


The  PPD  says  the  project  is 
going  very  well.  "Although 
slightly  delayed,  as  almost  every 
IT  project  ni  this  type  is 
SCRIPTS  is  well  on  Hack  iii  be 
the  future  mainstream  means  of 
processing  prescription  data  in 
Scotland,"  a  spokesman  says. 
There  had  been  problems,  bul 

Ihese  were  "only  iiimoi  bedding 
in  and  teething  problems".  All 
had  been  resolved  or  were  in  the 
process  of  being  resolved. 

Some  nine  pharmacies  have 
taken  pan  in  the  pilot  and  testing 
phase,  with  about  90  per  cent  of 
pharmacies  in  Scotland  expected 
lobe  SCRIPTS  sites.  The  remain 
der  are  likely  to  be  small  rural, 
low-volume  pharmacies.  By  mid- 
1997,  most  of  those  pharmacies 
w  Inch  intend  to  be  in  the  system 
should  be  incorporated. 


pegs,  31  with  a  sponge  or  loofah. 
66  with  buttons  and  76  with  a 
paper  hankie. 

And  did  you  know  party  bal- 
loons are  more  dangerous  than 
fireworks?  Well,  only  47  people 
were  hurt  by  a  firework,  com- 
pared with  "iii  by  a  balloon. 

In  the  medicine  arena,  eight 
had  trouble  with  ear  drops,  a  fur- 
ther eight  with  nose/eye  drops 
and  52  with  vitamin  pills  or  pow- 
ders, while  analgesics  topped  the 


Advertising  claims  for  Chefaro 
Proprietaries'  smoking  cessation 
product,  Logado,  have  been  dis 
missed  by  the  Advertising  Stan 
dards  Authority. 

Zyma  Healthcare  complained 
to  the  ASA  i  iver  an  advertisement 
for  the  nicotine-free  natural 
smoking  cessation  product, 
which  stated:  "In  clinical  trials,  62 
per  cent  of  smokers  w  ho  regu- 
larly used  Logado  cul  their  ciga- 
rette intake  by  50  per  cenl  or 
more,  26  per  cenl  of  Inallisls 
slopped  smoking  completely". 

The  ASA  ruled  thai  the  method 
ology  used  w  as  "not  adequate"  to 
substantiate  the  claims. 


Thames  seminar  papers 

I  )o  you  praC't  ice  111  one  1 1|  I  lie  f(  nil 
Thames  regions?  Have  you  a 
practice  research  paper  yon  want 
io  publicise?  Then  the  Thames 
Group  wants  you  to  get.  in  touch. 

The  ( lump  is  on  the  hunl  foi 
papeis  on  projects  earned  mil  bj 
local  pharmaceutical  committees 
or  health  authorities  for  a  semi- 
nal with  Li  >nd<  in's  Primary  ( 'are 
Support  Force  on  September  25. 
For  details,  contact  Hemanl  Pate! 
by  April  30  on  0181  984  9943. 


league  with  510  accidents.  And 
three  visited  hospital  as  a  conse- 
quence of  thermometer  use. 

So  rife  is  the  home  with  the 
potential  for  injury  that  even  a 
mini  version  harbours  risks  - 
with  20  people  suffering  at  the 
hands  of  a  Wendy  house. 

The  18th  report  of  the  l<t!»4 
Home  Accident  Surveillance  Sys- 
tem is  available  from:  DTI  Con- 
sumer Safety  Publications.  Ad- 
mail  528,  London  SW1W  8YT. 


IT  STARTED  WITH  THE  U>OFbH, 
6E.CAUSE  THE:  SOCK'S  WERE 
-THE.  WAV  SO  I  TRiEO  To  HELP 

HER  WITH  ATOVsiElU 

SHE  THEM  6RA6>(2,ED  THE  SIEVE 

But  e>Ec&us,E  of  the  clothe? 

PEG-  1M  MV  SLIPPED  OME  OF" 
THE  SALUOONS  &o£ST 
tOUICH  I  THOUGHT  WAS 
(V  FlftEvMOfcwf  I'M 

'GET  -TWG  TA6L£CLoTH 
SHE  SAIP7  A*JI>' 


The  hidden  dangers  of  home  sweet  home 
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YNTARIS  SELLS 
BEFORE  HAY  FEVER 

STARTS 
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Abbreviated  Product  Information  SYNTARIS"  Hayfever  Nasal  Spray  (flunisolide  0.025%  w/v).  Uses:  Prevention  and  treatment  ot  seasonal  allergic  rhinitis  including  hay  fever.  Dosage:  Adults  - 
two  sprays  into  each  nostril  twice  daily.  Children  12-16  years  -  one  spray  into  each  nostril  up  to  three  times  daily.  Maintenance  dose  -  the  smallest  dose  necessary  to  control  the  symptoms. 
Contra-indications:  Untreated  fungal,  bacterial  or  viral  infections  of  the  nose  or  eyes:  hypersensitivity  to  the  formulation:  pregnancy  and  lactation.  Warnings  and  Precautions  etc.:  SYNTARIS? 

can  enhance  the  systemic  effects  of  other  corticosteroids.  Care  needs  to  be  taken  when  transferring  from  systemic 
steroids  to  SYNTARIS"  if  adrenal  impairment  is  suspected.  Use  with  caution  in  those  with  recent  nasal  septal  ulcers, 
recurrent  epistaxis,  or  after  recent  nasal  surgery  or  trauma  as  wound  healing  can  be  impaired.  Side  effects:  Aftertaste: 
mild,  transient  nasal  burning  and  stinging.  Less  frequently,  nasal  irritation,  epistaxis,  runny  and  stuffy  nose,  sore  throat, 
hoarseness,  throat  irritation  and,  rarely,  smell/taste  alteration  and  nasal  septal  perforation  Shelf  Price:  10ml  bottle: 
£4.24  excl,  VAT  Product  Licence  Number:  0031/0405  Legal  Classification:  Pharmacy  only.  Date  of  Preparation 
5.3.96.  SYNTARIS  is  a  registered  trade  mark. 


<^Roche> 


Full  information  is  available  on  request  from  Promoter 
Roche  Consumer  Health,  PO  Box  8.  Broadwater  Road. 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hertfordshire  AL7  3 AY, 

Alternatively  contact  your  Roche  Consumer  Health  Territory 
Manager  or  Roche  Consumer  Health  Customer  Services 
Department  on  Telephone:  01707  366203 


Distribution  on  agenda 


The  Royal  Pharmaceutical  Soci- 
ety's Council  is  to  prepare  a  doc 
umenl  on  the  distribution  ol 
community  pharmacies. 

( '( (unci!  alsi  i  agreed  the  topic 
should  be  discussed  with  the 
Department  ol  Health's  chiel 
pharmacist,  Bryan  llarlley 

Hemanl  Patel  presented  a  paper 
mi  community  pharmacy  dispens- 
ing workload  and  remuneration 
distribution  to  support  Ins  belie! 
thai  distribution  was  "being 
remodelled  using  a  new  hack-load- 
ing method  of  remuneration". 

Mr  Patel  wondered  whethej 
Ihe  Department  was  discriminat- 
ing against  large  numbers  ol  sin 
gle-handed  pharmacies  and 
whether  there  would  be  an 
adverse  effect  on  the  distribution 
network. 

He  thought  presenl  remunera- 
tion arrangements  would  accel- 
erate the  demise  of  the  indepen- 
dent and  was  concerned  about  a 
recent  speech  in  w  Inch  Mr  Hart- 
ley claimed  the  future  would  be 
set  by  public  limited  companies. 
He  wondered  w  hat  form  Mr  Hart- 
ley wished  the  profession  to  take 
in  thi'  future. 

Christine  (dover  asked  tor  a 
short  document  to  be  produced, 
highlighting  the  mam  points 
raised  in  the  debate.  A  decision 
could  then  be  taken  on  how  each 
point  could  be  addressed. 
Electronic  voting  stopped 
Council  decided  not  to  continue 
with  the  elect  r<  inic  voting  system 
which  has  been  installed  on  trial 
in  the  Council  chamber  since 
February. 

Mr  Ferguson  reminded  mem- 
bers   that     the    system  cost 


S 1  L!,().riO,  plus  installation  II  the 
<  mine  ii  recorded  as  lew  votes  m 
1 1 ie  I ui i ire  as  ii  had  recorded  III 

the    previous    tWO    months,  Ihe 

office  could  cope  w  ith  taking  the 
names  manually  There  was  no 
suggestion  that  votes  should  not 
be  recorded. 

Alison  lilenkmsopp  lliought 
the  membership  had  a  right  to 

know  how  (  Council  \oled  and 
they  had  been  told  this  w  as  not 
feasible  wiih  a  manual  system. 
She  had  expected  a  debate  on  the 
question  of  winch  votes  would 
be  published  and  whj 

I »a\ id  Sharpe  was  in  favour  of 
recording  the  vote  and  generally 
m  favi  mil  il  publishing  it .  but  he 
thought  S  12,000  i hi  an  elect  1 1  mic 
system  was  a  waste  ol  money 
The  president,  .Ann  Lewis,  said 

(  'oillicil  needed  In  decide  w  Inch 
v<  lies  needed  i  ecordll  i.u  and  w  1 i\ 

so  the  matter  would  be  discussed 
again  al  t  he  .Inly  meeting. 
( 'out inning  education  moni- 
toring Council  agreed  that, 
when  completing  their  annual 
retention  lee  form,  pharmacists 
should  be  asked  in  volunteei 
how  much  conl muing  education 
they  had  undertaken  in  the  previ- 
ous year.  All,  or  a  large  sample, 
would  then  be  analysed  and  the 
results  be  reported  back  to 
( Council 

Prereg  training  improvement 

Council  agreed  that  the  Society 
should  take  steps  to  improve  per- 
formance requirements  for 
newly-registered  pharmacists, 
beyond  those  in  the  current  core 
competencies,  to  produce  a  "bet- 
ter all-round"  pharmacist. 
The  new  goal  would  replace 


the  Ii  ing  standing  p<  ilicy  of  w<  irk 
ing  inwards  a  mandatory  joint 
preregistration   year  involving 

si\  month  periods  in  both  hospi- 
tal and  community  pharmacy.  A 
compulsory  spin  yeai  had  been 
recommended  in  1987  The  new 
policj  would  aim  to  achieve  the 
same  objective  by  specifying 
broad  outcomes  ol  training 
rat  hei  I  ban  l>\  requiring  a  certain 
structure  to  the  year. 
Advertising  regulations  The 
Law  and  Ml  lues  I  \  > I u - \  (  oiiiniit 
tee  noted  that  a  proposed  restric- 
tion on  the  advertising  of  prod 
nets  tin  musculoskeletal  pain 

had  in  iw  been  channel  I  lolli  iw  ing 

representations 

The  Medicines  Control 
Agency's  original  proposal  had 
been  foi  a  ban  on  advertising  to 

the  public  ol  medicines  foi  Ihe 

treatment  of  "serious  muscu 
loskeletal  disorders,  including 
arthritis".  The  proposal  had  been 
amended  to  cover  products  for 
"joint,  rheumatic  and  collagen 
disease"  (such  as  septic  arthritis, 
rheumatoid  arthritis,  gout  and 
polymyalgia  rheumatica),  with 
an  exemption  foi  products  for 
"the  symptomatic  reliel  ol 
sprains  and  strains,  and  pain  due 
to  non-serious  arthritic  and 
i  heumal  ie  c<  inditions". 
Professional  competence  Coun- 
cil approved  a  document  on  'Good 
practice  for  ensuring  professional 
competence',  selling  out  a  simple 
cyclical  process  by  w  hich  pharma- 
cists might  seek  to  maintain  oi 
enhance  their  competence  It  will 
be  published  in  future  editions  of 
'Medicines,  ethics  and  practice:  a 
guide  for  pharmacists'. 


BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS'  ASSOCIATION  CONFERENCE 


BPSA  calls  for  independent  audit  for  P  sales 


The  Royal  Pharmaceutical  Soci- 
ety should  contract  an  indepen- 
dent body  to  assess  the  appropri- 
ate sale  of  pharmacy  medicines, 
says  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Students'  Association. 

Voting  unanimously  at  this 
year's  BPSA  Conference  in 
Leicester,  motion  proposer 
Philip  Wragg  (ex-Nottingham) 
said  the  profession  needed  to 
take  control  of  auditing  through 
a  programme  of  test  sales  and 
should  not  leave  it  to  the  likes  of 
Which?.  "We  need  it  so  we  know- 
where  we  are  going  right  and 
where  we're  going  wrong." 

Bronagh  Fallen  (ex-London 
School  of  Pharmacy)  did  not 


believe  pharmacists  would 
object  to  such  tests.  "It's  the  only 
way  you'd  know  if  the  training 
message  had  got  through  [to 
pharmacy  assistants].  Pharma- 
cists would  get  feedback  and  re- 
focus  then  training." 

Delegates  heard  that  phar- 
macy was  quick  at  making 
excuses  for  outside  criticisms, 
but  rarely  came  up  with  anything 
positive  to  rectify  these  prob- 
lems. By  taking  control  of  its  own 
audit  and  using  its  own  protocols 
the  profession  could  help 
improve  standards,  as  well  as 
demonstrate  its  commitment  to 
patient  care. 

Other  motions  carried  at  the 


ci  inference  included: 

•  the  RPSGB  should  publish  a 
summary  of  the  results  oi 
accreditation  visits  to  Schools  of 
Pharmacy. 

•  there  should  be  a  minimum 
wage  for  all  qualified  pharmacy 
counter  assistants 

•  the  Department  of  Health 
should  improve  its  system  ol  dis 
seminating  drug  alerts  to  health 
professionals  so  that  thej 
receive  information  before  its 
release  to  the  public 

•  the  RPSGB  should  only 
accredit  new  four-year  courses 
that  have  an  increased  and  stan- 
dardised social  and  behavioural 
sciences  n  intent 


MCQ  amendment 

There  is  an  error  in  the  question 
numbering  of  the  schizophrenia 
module  in  the  MCQ  paper 
enclosed  with  this  week's  issue. 
There  are  five  choices  listed  in 
question  F,  however  (5)  should  be 
numbered  as  a  separate  question 
(G). 

BPC  reminder 

Pharmacists  are  reminded  that 
April  17  is  the  closing  date  for 
submission  of  communications 
and  posters  for  the  pharmacy 
practice  research  session  at  the 
1996  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  in  Glasgow. 


OTC  poster 


All  UK  pharmacies  will  receive  a 
poster  asking  patients  to  help  the 
pharmacist  help  them'  by 
providing  details  in  response  to 
the  standard  protocols  for  the 
sale  of  OTC  medicines.  Designed 
by  Sheila  Phillips  of  the  Welsh 
Centre  for  Postgraduate 
Pharmaceutical  Education,  the 
poster  forms  part  of  the  Reckitt  & 
Colman  Pharmactive  initiative. 


Skin  survey ... 


The  Skin  Care  Campaign  is 
asking  people  to  come  forward 
with  their  experiences  of  skin 
problems  at  work.  Questionnaires 
are  available  from  the  Skin  Care 
Campaign,  163  Eversholt  Street, 
London  NW1  1BU,  or  telephone 
0171  388  5655. 

...and  media  push 

Merck-Whitehall  Derma- 
tologicals  is  starting  a  five-day 
media  tour  on  April  15  to  raise 
awareness  of  eczema  and  the 
benefits  of  maintenance  therapy. 
In  addition  to  radio  and  press,  an 
eczema  helpline  is  being  funded 
on  0181  994  9825. 

W?hilsABPI 

Which?  Health  has  criticised  a 
voluntary  manufacturers'  code 
aimed  at  allowing  greater  public 
access  to  drug  information.  In  an 
investigation  of  nine 
pharmaceutical  companies,  the 
magazine  concluded  that  the 
code  cannot  meet  its  own  targets. 
An  Association  of  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry 
spokesperson  says  Which?\s 
being  "a  trifle  unfair.  It's  only  just 
started  and  it's  clearly  going  to 
take  some  time  for  companies  to 
adapt". 

More  drugs  cash 

The  Government  has  pledged 
£940,000,  a  rise  of  30  per  cent,  for 
voluntary  agencies  specialising 
in  drug  abuse. 
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XRAYSER 


teal. 
Reflections 


Stamping  out 
DoH  cuts? 

Last  week,  I  received  the 
Department  of  Health's  new 
updated  information 
explaining  to  patients  the  help 
available  with  health  costs.  I 
was  asked  to  display  their 
poster  and  use  the  display 
stand  to  encourage  the  public 
to  read  the  new  booklet,  HC1 1. 
All  very  fine,  but  the  range  of 
information  was  incomplete 
with  my  pack  omitting  forms 
HC12  and  FP92A,  without 
which  the  booklet  of 
information  became  a 
nonsense. 

So  much  for  departmental 
efficiency,  but  what  about 
parsimony.  I  am  not  only 
being  asked  to  display  this 
information  for  free  but,  when 
having  enthusiastically 
distributed  my  meagre  initial 
supplies  I  wish  to  apply  for 
more  leaflets,  I  am  expected  to 
pay  the  postage! 

This  may  seem  a  pet 
criticism,  but  is  a  growing 
trend  in  Government  started 
many  years  ago  by  the  Inland 
Revenue  and  now  spreading 
to  the  DoH.  This  one  mail  out 
alone  should  mean  10,000 
pharmacists  quickly 
requesting  more  leaflets.  At 
25p  per  time,  £2,500  is  hardly 
petty  and  not  an 
inconsiderable  saving  to  the 
NHS  budget. 

Hear,  hear  for 
the  NAC! 

I  have  always  vehemently 
opposed  the  prescription  tax 
and  actively  encourage 
patients  to  claim  their 
exemption  entitlement,  but  if 
this  is  not  applicable,  then  I 
also  point  out  the  potential 
savings  of  a  prepayment 
certificate.  In  fact,  I  do 
everything  in  my  power  to 
limit  the  extent  of  this  most 
unfair  of  taxes.  So, 
unreservedly,  I  endorse  the 
campaign  by  the  National 
Asthma  Campaign  to  more 
widely  publicise  the 
availability  of  pre-payment 
certificates  and  to  make  them 
more  accessible  to  those 
people  on  low  incomes  who 
need  them  most  (C&D  April  6, 
p445). 

However,  direct  cost  is  not 
the  only  problem  as  many 
patients  are  also  unable  to 
predict  whether  the  number  of 


prescription  charges  they 
have  to  pay  in  a  given  period 
of  time  will  exceed  the  price  of 
a  pre-payment  certificate. 

This  is  particularly  unfair,  as 
the  National  Asthma 
Campaign  has  highlighted,  to 
those  who  can  least  afford  it, 
but  the  problem  could  be 
quickly  solved  if  payments  of 
prescription  tax  were  recorded 
and  accumulated,  such  that, 
when  the  charge  for  a  period 
certificate  was  exceeded,  then 
that  certificate  could  be 
deemed  as  issued  and  dated 
as  from  the  date  of  the  first 
charge  levied.  On  expiry  the 
whole  process  would  then  be 
repeated. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  card 
similar  to  a  television  licence 
stamp  card  could  be  issued  by 
pharmacists  with  stamps 
issued  and  dated  when 
prescription  charges  were 
collected.  A  full  card  would 
automatically  become  a 
prepayment  certificate  and 
with  the  whole  transaction 
taking  a  minimum  of  time  and 
no  unnecessary  paperwork  it 
is  one  that  I  would  even  be 
prepared  to  administer  for 
free! 


Economies  of 
scale  don't 
work  for  me 

As  new  pharmaceutical 
products  are  introduced  to  the 
market,  I  am  becoming 
increasingly  concerned  over 
the  capital  costs  of 
maintaining  adequate  stock 
levels.  Only  this  week,  Ciba- 
Geigy  has  launched  a  matrix 
of  its  already  successful 
reservoir  Estradem  range,  and 
in  all  three  strengths.  I 
presently  have  to  keep  at  least 
six  months'  supply  of  each 
strength  in  stock  to  satisfy  a 
single  prescription,  but,  at  a 
stock  investment  of  £134,  I 
cannot  afford  to  keep  similar 
quantities  of  this  alternative. 

This  is  a  problem  that  once 
again  highlights  the  difference 
of  the  economy  of  scale 
between  individual 
community  pharmacists  and 
their  multiple  competitors. 
Demand  for  new  products  is 
notoriously  difficult  to 
estimate  and  takes  time  to 
settle  into  local  patterns  of 
predictability.  In  my  case,  this 
has  often  meant  the  disposal 
of  some  highly  expensive  out 
of  date  drugs  when  local 
habits  suddenly  changed,  but 
the  multiples  are  quickly  able 
to  move  stock  around 
branches  according  to 
demand. 

At  the  moment,  I  have  no 
choice  other  than  to  react 
according  to  market  forces, 
but,  as  the  smaller  quantities 
in  patient  packs  limit  the 
flexibility  of  the  broken  bulk 
facility,  I  would  like  to  hope 
that  manufacturers  recognise 
the  independent's  particular 
problems  by  offering  their 
expensive  new  products  on  a 
more  reasonable  sale  or 
return  basis. 


PHARMACIST  PEN  PORTRAIT 


Laurence  O'Kane 


•  Qualified  in  1985  after  gradu- 
ating from  Queen's  University, 
Belfast,  and  undertaking  a  split 
pre-reg  at  City  Hospital  and  at  a 
healthcare  centre  at  Skegoniel, 
both  in  Belfast. 

•  Career  Worked  at  Heron 
Chemists  in  Port  rush,  County 
Antrim,  for  seven  months  before 
setting  up  a  pharmacy  in  his 
home  town  of  Draperstown,  Lon- 
donderry, where  it  became  one  of 
only  three  outlets.  However,  four 
years  ago,  an  opportunity  arose 
to  buy  the  other  two  pharmacies 
in  the  town,  one  of  which  he 
closed  down.  He  has  two  pharma- 
cists working  for  him. 

•  Projects  Because  of  the 
unique  position  of  miming  the 
only  two  pharmacies  in  the  town, 
Laurence's  patient  medication 
records  are  comprehensive.  "We 
have  around  7,500  people  regis- 
tered, nearly  all  patients  and  their 
CPs.  PMR  becomes  a  real  benefit 
when  you  don't  have  other  phar- 
macies competing,"  he  says.  Lau- 
rence also  rims  health  promotion 
schemes.  His  shop  has  opened  on 
Sunday  six  weeks  before  Christ- 
mas for  the  past  ten  years. 

•  Committees  Member  of  the 
Ulster  Chemists'  Association; 
chairman  of  Draperstown  Celtic 
Football  Club. 

•  Interests  Plays  football  and 
owns  two  racehorses,  Shernad- 
ede  and  Miss  Indonesia. 

•  Outlook  on  life  "I  was  the  last 
of  a  family  of  ten  children,  so  we 
didn't  have  much  to  live  on.  I  now 
have  two  children  of  my  own  and 
believe  in  living  for  the  moment." 

•  Pharmacy  philosophy  "The 
Government  is  trying  to  cut  mar- 
gins and  it  has  now  got  as  low  as 
it  can  get  and  will  force  a  few  peo- 
ple out  of  business.  Pharmacy 
needs  to  move  with  the  times  and 
go  wherever  the  money  is.  It  is  a 
business  first  and  foremost,  and 
cannot  exist  as  a  profession  if  it 
hasn't  got  the  economic  and  busi- 
ness sense." 

Laurence  was  up  before  the 
Society's  Statutory  Committee 
four  years  ago  for  selling  antibi- 
otics for  cattle  and,  although  he 
got  off  with  a  warning,  he  says  it 
was  an  unpleasant  experience 
which  he  does  not  recommend  to 
anybody. 
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If  91%  of  dentists 
recommend  Corsodyl, 

what  do  the  other  9% 
recommend?* 


Virtually  all  adults  experience  bleeding  gums  every 
year.  This  is  not  due  to  excessive  brushing  but  is  a 
symptom  of  gum  disease;  the  most  common  cause 
of  tooth  loss.  Corsodyl  is  the  most  clinically  effective 
oral  antimicrobial  for  use  against  gingivitis  and  this  is 
why  the  vast  majority  of  dentists  already  recommend 
Corsodyl  Mouthwash  to  treat  gingivitis. 

The  success  of  Corsodyl  extends  beyond  the  dental 
surgery  to  the  management  of  other  oral  conditions 


1 


■gingivitis  treatment 


CORSODYL 


which  you  will  encounter  such  as  recurrent  oral 
ulceration,  denture  stomatitis  and  oral  thrush.  Over 
twenty  years  of  unrivalled  dental  and  pharmacist 
endorsement  and  extensive  clinical  trials  prove 
CorsodyTs  efficacy. 

Prescribe  and  recommend  Corsodyl  to  your 
customers  and  you  will  see  we're  not  making  any 
false  promises. 

Corsodyl  -  The  gold  standard. 


chlorhexidine  gluconate 

*Milpro  Independent  Research  195 

irsodyl.  Uses:  Inhibition  of  plaque;  treatment  and  prevention  of  gingivitis;  maintenance  of  oral  hygiene;  promotion  of  gingival  healing  following  surgery;  useful  in  the  management  of  aphthous  ulceration  and  oral  candidal  infections.  Presentation.  Spray  or. 
■n  Mouthwash:  Clear  colourless  solution  containing  0.2%  w/v  chlorhexidine  gluconate.  Mouthwash:  Clear  pink  solution  containing  0.2%  w/v  chlorhexidine  gluconate.  Dental  Get:  Clear  colourless  gel  containing  1%  w/w  chlorhexidine  gluconate.  Dosage  i 
Imlnlstratlon.  Spray:  Apply  to  tooth  and  gingival  surfaces  and  ulcers  using  up  to  12  actuations  of  the  spray  twice  daily.  Mouthwash  and  Mint  Mouthwash:  Rinse  mouth  with  10  ml  undiluted  for  one  minute  twice  daily.  Prior  to  dental  surgery,  rinse  mouth 
1  ml  for  one  minute.  Dental  Cel:  Brush  the  teeth  with  one  inch  of  gel  for  1  minute,  once  or  twice  daily.  Ulcers,  oral  candidal  infections:  Apply  gel  directly  to  sore  areas.  For  gingivitis,  use  for  a  month.  For  ulcers,  oral  candidal  infections,  use  for  48  hours 


fy.  Prior  to  dental  surgery,  rinse  mouth 
I  candidal  infections,  use  for  48  hours 


nical  resolution.  Contraindications.  Previous  hypersensitivity  reaction  to  chlorhexidine.  Such  reactions  are,  however,  extremely  rare.  Precautions.  For  oral  use  only,  keep  out  of  eyes  and  ears.  Side  effects.  Occasional  irritative  skin  reactions.  Extremely  ra 
ergic  reactions  to  chlorhexidine.  Superficial  discolouration  of  the  tongue,  teeth  and  tooth-coloured  restorations  may  occur,  usually  reversible.  Transient  taste  disturbances  and  burning  sensation  of  the  tongue  may  occur  on  initial  use  of 
outhwash,  usually  diminishing  with  continued  use.  Occasional  oral  desquamation.  Very  occasional  parotid  swelling.  Overdosage.  Systemic  effects  are  unlikely  after  accidental  ingestion  or  overdosage,  however  gastric  lavage  may  be  advisable.  Product 
Jmbers  and  Basic  NHS  Cost  'Corsodyl'  Spray  (0079/0311)  60  ml  (OP)  £3.39.  'Corsodyl'  Mouthwash  (0079/0313)  300  ml  (OP)  £1.67.  'Corsodyl'  Mint  Mouthwash  (0079/0312)  300  ml  (OP)  £1.67  600  ml  (OP)  £3.34.  C<m  SaMUOmm 
orsodyl'  Dental  Cel  (0079/0314)  SO  g  (OP)  £1.10.  Legal  Category  P  Date  of  last  revision  December  199S  Licence  Holder  SmithKline  Beecham  Consumer  Healthcare,  Brentford,  TW8  98D  'Corsodyl'  Is  a  Uailunit  dll  Consumer  Healthcare 


CALmatters 


Oestrogen  patch  for 
postnatal  depression 


Severe  postnatal  depression  can 
be  effectively  treated  with  trans- 
dermal oestrogen,  says  a  new 
study  published  in  The  Lancet. 

Postnatal  depression  affects 
about  one  in  ten  women  during 
the  first  few  months  after  giving 
birth.  It  can  lie  severe  and  resis- 
tant to  both  support  and  coun- 
selling, and  to  treatment  with 
antidepressant  drugs.  Safe  and 
rapidly  effective  treatments  are 
needed,  as  research  shows  that 
children  of  depressed  mothers 
suffer  impaired  development, 

The  antidepressant  efficacy  of 
oestrogen  in  postnatal  depres- 
sion was  investigated  using  a 
double-blind,  placebo-controlled 
study  of  61  women  with  major 
depression,  which  started  within 
12  weeks  of  childbirth  and  per- 
sisted for  up  to  18  months  post- 
natally.  They  were  randomly 
assigned  to  active  treatment  with 
oestrogen  (transdermal  17-beta 
oestradiol  200mcg  daily  alone  for 
three  months,  then  three  months 
with  added  cyclical  dydroges- 
terone  lOmg  daily  for  12  days 
each  month)  or  placebo  patches 
and  tablets.  Nearly  half  the  pat- 


ients in  the  actively  treated  group 
had  been  taking  conventional 
antidepressant  drugs  for  at  least 
six  weeks  without  any  benefits 
before  they  entered  the  trial. 

Monthly  assessments  were 
made  by  self-ratings  of  depressive 
symptoms  on  the  Edinburgh  post- 
natal depression  scale  (EPDS) 
and  by  clinical  psychiatric  inter- 
view. During  the  first  month  of 
therapy,  women  receiving  oestro- 
gen improved  rapidly  and  to  a 
greater  extent  than  controls. 
Patients  receiving  placebo  treat- 
ment did  improve  with  time,  but 
their  scores,  on  average,  did  not 
fall  below  the  screening  threshold 
for  major  depression  for  at  least 
four  mont  hs. 

The  response  to  oestrogen  was 
independent  of  a  range  of  fac- 
tors, such  as  age,  psychiatric, 
obstetric  and  gynaecological  his- 
tory, the  severity  and  duration  of 
the  current  episode  of  depres 
sion,  and  concurrent  antidepres- 
sant medication. 

The  placebo  group  dropout 
rate  after  the  third  month  was 
higher  than  in  the  active  treat- 
ment group. 


Drugs  in  development 


New  drugs  likely  to  become 
available  over  the  next  few  years 
mm  hide  iieatineiiis  foi  I'arkm 
son's  disease,  multiple  sclerosis, 
impotence  and  a  new  oral  treat- 
ment for  asthma. 

In  clinical  studies,  ropinirole 
(Requip  -  Smithkline  Beecham), 
a  dopamine  D2  receptor  agonist, 
has  proved  an  effective  treat- 
ment for  patients  with  early 
Parkinson's  disease. 

A  six-month  controlled  study 
evaluated  the  drug  in  patients 
who  had  previously  been  given 
any  anti-Parkinson  therapy.  The 
ropinirole-treated  patients  show- 
ed a  statistically  significant  dif- 
ference in  improved  motor  func- 
tion over  placebo-treated  pat- 
ients (+24  per  cent  for  ropinirole 
patients  versus  -3  per  cent  for 
placebo). 

Ropinirole  has  been  filed  with 
the  Medicines  Control  Agency 
and  is  currently  under  review  in 
the  US. 

Cilia's  Pharmaceutical  Divi 
sion  is  collaborating  with  Neuro- 
crine  Biosciences  on  the  devel- 
opment and  marketing  of  a  new 
drug  to  treat  multiple  sclerosis. 
Neurocrine  has  designed  modi- 
fied small  peptides,  called 
Altered  Peptide  Ligands  (APLs), 
that  can  suppress  destructive 
cells  of  the  body's  immune  sys- 


tem in  animal  models  of  MS.  Clin- 
ical studies  ot  a  compound 
should  begin  as  early  as  this  year. 
According  to  Dr  William  Jenkins, 
head  of  pharma  development  at 
Ciba,  "The  APLs  are  a  promising 
specific  approach  in  the  treat- 
ment of  MS." 

Pfizer  is  currently  developing 
an  oral  treatment  for  impotence, 
and  several  hundred  British  men 
are  taking  part  in  its  final  world- 
wide trial  before  it  is  submitted 
for  mar  keting  approval. 

Sildenafil,  originally  investi- 
gated as  a  possible  cardiovascu- 
lar drug,  can  be  discreetly  swal- 
lowed about  an  hour  before 
intercourse  and  is  said  to  only 
work  when  men  are  receiving 
sexual  stimulation.  Sildenafil 
works  by  temporarily  blocking 
the  inhibition  mechanism  which 
causes  an  erection  to  subside. 

A  new  oral  treatment  for 
asthma  was  submitted  for 
approval  in  the  UK  by  Zeneca  in 
June,  1995,  and  is  currently 
undergoing  regulatory  review. 
Accolate  (zafirlukast)  is  a  leuko- 
triene  receptor  antagonist  and  is 
expected  to  be  used  initially  for 
the  prevention  and  treatment  of 
mild  to  moderate  asthma  in 
adults  and  adolescents  who  are 
not  adequately  controlled  by  beta 
agonists  alone. 


Smoking  and 
cervical  lesions 

Giving  up  smoking  could  have  a 
beneficial  effect  on  ear  ly  cervical 
abnormalities,  concludes  a  report 
in  The  Lancet. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  ciga- 
rette smoking  plays  a  role  in  the 
developmenl  of  cervical  cancer, 
but  this  has  been  difficult  to 
prove  due  to  potential  confound- 
ing by  sexual  behaviour. 

The  researchers  investigated 
the  effect  of  reducing  or  giving  up 
smoking  on  the  course  of  minor 
grade  cervical  lesions  in  82  volun- 
teers. At  each  visit  during  the  six- 
month  study,  smoking  histories 
wer  e  noted  and  a  photograph  was 
taken  of  the  cervix,  which  was 
digitised  and  the  lesion  size  was 
assessed. 

It  was  found  that  there  was  a 
significant  correlation  between 
the  extent  of  smoking  reduction 
and  the  change  in  lesion  size, 
which  supports  a  link  between 
smoking  and  cervical  disease. 


Transdermal  glyceryl  trinitrate 
( GTN )  may  be  an  effective  treat- 
ment for  dysmenorrhoea,  ac- 
cording to  a  report  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal. 

Primary  dysmenorrhoea,  com- 
monly referred  to  as  period  pain, 
is  one  of  the  most  typical  gynae- 
cological problems,  affecting  up 
to  half  post-pubescent  women. 
The  pain  of  dysmenorrhoea  is 
associated  with  increased  intra- 
uterine resting  and  peak  pres- 
sures. Effective  treatment  is 
associated  with  uterine  relax- 
ation. As  GTN  appears  to  relax 
uterine  contractions  in  pre-term 
labour,  researchers  studied 
whether  it  could  be  used  to 
relieve  dysmenorrhoea. 

Eleven  women  with  persistent 
and  regular  severe  dysmenor- 
rhoea completed  the  ran- 
domised, double-blind,  placebo- 
controlled  trial.  They  were  given 
adhesive  matrix  patches  that 
were  either  placebo  or  released 


lOmg  GTN  transdermally  every 
24  hours.  The  patches  were  cut 
into  quarters  and  the  women 
applied  one  quarter  (active 
patches  releasing  about  2.5mg 
GTN)  to  their  abdomen  when 
pain  began.  Tire  quarter  patches 
were  replaced  every  24  hours 
while  pain  persisted,  up  to  a  max- 
imum of  four  consecutive  days 
per  cycle. 

Those  who  were  given  active 
patches  during  the  first  cycle 
were  given  placebo  during  the 
second  and  vice  versa. 

Menstrual  symptoms,  possible 
side-effects  and  usual  use  of 
analgesics  were  recorded  by  the 
women.  The  total  pain  score  (the 
sum  of  the  daily  scores  during 
each  treatment  cycle)  was  found 
to  be  lower  with  active  treatment 
than  with  placebo.  The  pain 
recorded  on  the  worst  day  of  the 
treatment  was  also  lower  with 
GTN.  There  was  no  significant 
worsening  of  headache  and  the 


only  adverse  reaction  recorded 
was  mild  skin  irritation. 

GTN  therapy  has  a  number  of 
important  advantages:  none  of 
the  contra-indications  applicable 
to  non-steroidal  anti-inflamma- 
tory drugs  or  combined  oral  con- 
traceptives apply;  combined  oral 
contraceptives  have  to  be  used 
throughout  the  menstrual  cycle, 
whereas  NSAIDs  are  most  effec- 
tive when  stalled  before  the 
onset  of  menstrual  symptoms; 
GTN  has  a  short  half-life  and  dis- 
appears  rapidh,  from  the  circula- 
tion; and  the  patches  can  be 
applied  and  removed  as  required 
giving  the  patient  a  greater- 
degree  of  control. 

The  authors  admit  the  power 
of  the  study  to  detect  the  level  of 
pain  reduction  was  small,  but 
comment  that  the  observed 
reductions  are  of  a  clinically-use- 
ful size  and  suggest  that  trans- 
dermal GTN  may  be  an  effective 
treatment  for  dysmenorrhoea. 
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When  you  want  Results 
you  want  Nailoid 


C  333 


She's 
discovered 
the  secret 
of  perfect 
nails 


NAILOID  RESULTS  SPEAK  FOR  THEMSELVES 

Available  from  larger  Boots,  Superdrug,  chemists  and  department  stores. 


n 


Do  you  want  the  sort  of  Results  which  come 
from  putting  £445,000  behind  an  established 
nailcare  brand? 

The  sort  of  Results  which  come  from  a  high-impact 
advertising  campaign  reaching  over  three  million 
potential  customers? 

The  sort  of  Results  that  come  from  a  popular 
product  re-packaged  for  today's  market? 

If  you  do,  you  want  Results  from  Nailoid  - 
12  proven  products  to  solve  anv  kind  of  nail  problem. 


With  that  sort  of  push  behind  a  proven  nail 
treatment  range,  your  customers  will  be  asking  for 
Results  by  name. 

Our  Results  will  mean  financial  Results 
for  you. 

Nailoid  Results  is  available  from  all  leading 
distribution  houses,  including  Unichem,  AAH  and 
Gillespie  &  Co  Ltd,  distributors  for  N  &  5  Ireland. 

Please  contact  Juleen  Harrhy  on  01685  843384 
for  further  information. 


NAILOID  -  STILL  PRODUCING  PERFECT  NAILS 


COUNTERDoints 


E3 


VWIRFUL  KtUCF  FOH  HF  AD  ACHES  FAST 


Hedex  takes 
the  ibuprofen 
route 

Smithkline  Beecham  is 
extending  its  Hedex 
range  ol' analgesics  with 
the  launch  of  Hedex 
Ibuprofen. 

The  tablets  contain 
200mg  of  ibuprofen  and 
come  in  one  pack  size 
only  -  containing  12 
tablets.  They  will  retail  at 
S1.35. 

The  introduction  is  to 
be  supported  by  a  SI. 5 
million  television 
advertising  campaign 
using  the  already 
established,  'Have  you 
got  a  headache  or  have 
you  got  a  Hedex?' 
strapline.  A  new 
ibuprofen-speeil'ic 
execution  will  break  in 
June. 

Smithkline  Beecham 
Consumer  Healthcare. 
Tel:  0181  560  5151. 


Dramamine  appeal  sets  sites  on 
£20,000 

for  1996 


Following  the 
success  of  last 
year's  Dramamine 
Happy  Tr  aveller 
Appeal,  Searle  is 
teaming  up  again 
with  the  NSPCC 
to  raise  funds 

Last  year, 
SI  5,000  was 
raised  and  the 
company  hopes 
to  top  £20,000  this  year. 

The  key  activities  of 
the  appeal  include: 

•  SO. 02  donation 
guaranteed  from  every 
pack  of  Dramamine  sold 

•  a  monthly  pharmacy 
staff  competition  ( with 
Marks  &  Spencer 


voucher  prizes) 
•  special  Dr  amamine  14 
for  12  bonus  packs  fr  om 
this  month. 

AAH  Pharmaceuticals, 
Numark  and  Sanger's 
will  be  distributing  new 
coin  collection  boxes 


and 

leaflets  this  month. 

For  a  fund-raising  kit 
contact  Susan  Reviere  at 
Searle. 

Searle  Pharmaceuticals. 
Tel:  01494  521124. 


Toothbrushes 
going  PC 

Reboot  toothbrushes  are 
the  most  recent  additions 
to  Stafford-Miller's 
character  brush 
range.  'Reboot'  is  a 
television  cartoon 
series  set  irrside  a  PC, 
telling  tales  of  the 
magical  city  of 
Mainframe. 

The  metallic 
Sensodyne  angled  small 
toothbrushes  feat  ure 
three  characters  from  the 
TV  show:  Bob,  Enzo  and 
Frisket.  They  retail  at 
S  1.75. 

#  'Reboot'  is  currently 
bac  k  oir  television  with 
its  second  series.  In  the 
last  tc  >ur  weeks,  viewing 
share  among  children  has 
consistently  been  iir 
excess  of  33  per  cent, 
with  figur  es  upward  of 
1.2  million. 

Stafford-Miller  Ltd.  Tel: 
01707  331001. 


Light  the  way  with  Floralites 


A  new  range  of  scented 
oil  burners,  called 
Floralites,  is  now 
available. 

Made  of  par  affin  oil 
and  dr  ied  flowers,  there 
arc  lour  shapes  available 
-heart  (200ml, £11.99); 
candlestick  (80ml,  £9.99); 
ligna  d'oro  (80ml, 


£12.99);  and  conica 
(200ml, £12.99) -in  lorn 
different  fragrances.  The 
scents  are:  mountain 
spring  (coloured  blue), 
nuil  d'amour  (pink), 
peach  and  ligna  d'oro  (an 
oriental  fragrance). 
Heathcote  &  Ivory  Ltd. 
Tel:  0171  9351975. 


Serenoa-C  supplement  surge 


Wassen  International  is 
backing  its  specialist 
men's  food  supplement, 
Serenoa-C,  with  a 
£250,000  promotional 
campaign. 

The  public  relations 
programme  will  include 
mass  customer 
sampling  through 


consumer  magazines. 

The  supplement 
contains  the  herb 
Serenoa  repens,  which  is 
said  to  help  to  keep  the 
male  constitution  and 
male  prostate  gland  in 
good  condition. 
Wassen  International. 
Tel:  01372  379828. 


Electrolade  exposure  Cod  liver  oil  just  gets  stronger 


Eastern  Pharmaceuticals 
is  backing  its  Electrolade 
rehydration  treatment 
with  its  first-ever 
advertising  campaign. 
The 


glacwurra",8', 


£250,000  spend  includes 
advertising  on  radio,  as 
well  as  in  women's 
magazines.  The 
campaign  will  run  unt  il 
the  errd  of  the  year. 

Electrolade  is 
available  in  boxes  of  six 
or  20  sachets.  The  retail 
price  is£7.03  for  the  20 
and  S2. 1 1  for  the  six- 
pack.  Each  box 
includes  a  patient 
leaflet. 

New  point  of  sale 
is  als< )  available  in 
support  of  the 
campaign. 
Eastern 

Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd.  Freefone:  0800 
371793. 


Seven  Seas  is 
relaunching  its  High 
Strength  Pure  Cod  Liver 
( )il  capsules  in  what  it 
describes  as  "a  super' 
concentrated  formula". 

The  new,  smaller 
capsules  contain  the 
same  levels  of 
vitamins  A.  1 1  and 
E,  as  well  as  the 
full  I20mgofthe 
essential  omega-3 
nut  i  lent  Fl'A 
(eicosapentaenok 
acid  ). 

The  launch  also 
coincides  with  the 
introduction  of  a 
120-capsule  pack 
(S7.25). 

The  concen- 


trated formula  launch  is 
to  be  supported  by  a 
£750,000  national 
television  and  press 
campaign  running  from 
now  until  July. 
•  Sales  of  Seven  Seas 
High  Strength  Pure  Cod 


Liver  Oil  capsules  are 
worth  over  S 1 1  million 
and  have  increased  by 
nearly  20  per  cerrt  in  the 
pasl  year  the  company 
says. 

Seven  Seas  Healthcare 
Ltd.  Tel:  01482  375234. 
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FROM  DRY  SKIN  TO  ECZEMA - 
IT'S  EFFECTIVE  AND  ESSENTIAL. 


CREAM 
v  £45 


termatoloeical  cream 

DRY  SKIN  CONDITIONS 


l'ROni  CI  INFORMATION:  CREAM  E45:  Whin  bland  emollient  cream  which  contain-  white  -oft  paraffin  BP  14  5". 

and  hypoallergenjc  anhydrous  lanolin  1.0%  iv/w.  Uses:  For  the  symptomatic  relict  >•!  Jr\  -kin  conditions,  where  the  use  ol  an  emollient  i-  indicated,  -itch  i-  flaking, 
chapped  -km.  ichthyosis,  traumatic  dermatitis,  sunburn,  the  dr\  stage  ol  eczema  and  yerr.iin  dr\  cases  ol  psoriasis.  Dosage  and  administration:  \ppb  r  the  ittea  fed  p  in 
two  or  three  rime-  J  uly  Contra-indications,  warnings  etc:  e  ream  F4s  should  not  be  used  b\  patient-  who  are  -ensitive  to  an\  . 't  the  ingredient-  Packaging  quantities: 
Tubes  containing  50g,  tub-  containing  12sg  and  also  5C0g  RSP:  Tube  50g  11  S5  tub  I25g  13  7  s  Tub  500g  is  ;o  Legal  category:  GSL  Product  licence  number: 
PL  0327  5904  Product  licence  holder:  C  rookes  Healthcare  Lid  .  Nottingham  M .:  5  A  A  Date  of  preparation:  <:   IK  4S  HYDROCORTISONE 

CREAM:  Smooth  white  ,.re.un  containing  hydrocortisone  acetate  BP  I'1.,  u  w.  Uses:  For  the  relict  ot  mild  to  moderate  ecrema,  irntanr  and  allergic  contact  dermatiti-  and 
insect  bite  reactions  Dosage  and  administration:  Apph  -p.inneh  to  i  -m  ill  area,  once  i  r  twice  i  day.  tor  a  maximum  ot  -even  days.  Contraondic.il ion-,  warning-  etc: 
Hc43  should  nor  be  used  on  the  eve-  or  face,  the  ano-genital  area  or  on  broken  it  infected  -km.  including  impetigo,  cold  -ore-,  acne  or  athlete'-  toot.  The  product  -hould 
not  be  used  in  pregnancy  or  on  children  tinder  10  years  without  medical  advice  Packaging  quantity:  lube  containing  I5g.  RSP:  iZ.tf  Legal  category;  I 
Product  licence  number:  IT.  0327/0039.  Product  licence  holder:  Crookes  Healthcare  Lrd.,  N  an  \  \    Date  of  preparation: 


WASH 
E45 


(  'ream  E45  has  been  relieving  dry 
skin  1 1  mdn  nnis  hn  nvc-r  40  yen  s. 
Millions  nl  satisfied  users  hear 

\ltliess    In    tin.-    -iku's-    nl  lln- 

Iiiik  . 1 1 1  \  pn  'M  il,  eflei  i  ivc  and 
nothing  cnii illieni . 

besides  (  ream  E45,  the  E45  range 
nclticlcs  many  other  dennatological 
iroducts,  ill  ol  which  have  been 
ornuilated  and  carclully  designed 
ii  complcmcni  one  another: 


Wash  E45  i-  .1  unique,  non-drying, 
emollient  snap  suKstitute.  Bath  E45 
moisturises  and  protects  with  .1 
long-lasting  emollient  barrier.  Lotion 
E45  is  an  effective  moisturiser  1l1.1t 
easily  spreads  ovei  large  areas  ol  dry 
skin.  And  Ik-li  Hydrocortisone 
Cream  I""  is  the  most  effective 
treatmeni  you  can  recommend  for 
mild  in  moderate  ec  Jenia. 


Effective  for  .1  wide  range  "t  dry 
-km  conditions,  from  ichthyosis  to 
c-c:c-ni.i  tu  contact  dermatitis  to 
general  dryness,  all  E45  products 
.ire  formulated  withoui  potentially 
sensitising  addith  es. 

That  me. 111-  you  cm  rely  on  1I11- 
unique  range  ti>  "ttc-r  your 
customers  .1  unique  choice  -  and 
tailor  .1  therapy  suited  to  their  needs. 


E45 

COMPLEMENTARY 
THERAPY 
FOR  DRY  SKIN. 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Figure  Trim 
8  shapes  up 

Packs  of  appetite 
suppressant  Figure  Trim 
8  now  have  a  new  look, 


featuring  a  logo  of  a 

woman.  complaining  that  it  is 

Part  of  the  FSC  range  hungry, 
of  supplements  and  Pack  prices  remain 

minerals,  the  brand  the  same  at  £2.19  for  a 

redesign  follows  a  witty  15-capsule  pack  and 

national  advertising  £5.49  for  42. 

campaign,  which  shows  The  Health  &  Diet 

a  stomach  being  told  to  Company  Ltd.  Tel:  01204 

belt  up  and  stop  707420. 

AVD's  sun  protection  for  hair 


Nutralia's  natural 
move  into 
conditioners 

Following  Laboratoires 
Gamier  research  that 
revealed  that  most  people 
prefer  to  use  the  same 
brand  conditioner  as  their 
shampoo,  the  company  is 
extending  its  Nutralia 
range  to  a  line  of 
conditioners. 

Other  research  also 
found  that  in  Europe  the 
UK  had  the  highest 
number  of  people  using  a 
conditioner  in  a  week  - 
some  27  per  cent, 
compared  to  17  per  cent 
on  average  (Taylor  Nelson 
ETCD). 

The  three  conditioners 
all  contain  the  Nutri- 
Cream  complex,  which 
contains  cationic 
conditioners  and 
protective  oils,  and 
complement  the  range  of 
six  shampoos.  The  three 
variants  are:  normal  hair, 
dry  or  damaged  and  fine 
or  fragile. 

Available  from  May, 
they  will  retail  at  £1.99. 
Laboratoires  Gamier.  Tel: 
0171  937  5454. 


AVD  Cosmetics  is 
extending  its  Sun  range 
to  hair  care  and  also 
introducing  three  new 
body  products. 

The  hair  care  line-up 
comprises  Sun 
Revitalising  Shampoo 
(2:">()ml,  £7),  Sun  Hair 
Repair  Conditioner 
(250ml,  £9.50)  and  Sun 
Hairspray  (£237ml,  £9). 
The  three  products  are 
also  available  together  as 
as  a  set,  retailing  at  £19. 


The  new  body 
products  are:  Sun  Gentle 
and  Reviving  Cleansing 
Gel  (250ml,  £7),  Sun 
Gentle  and  Reviving 
Repurifying  Body  Scrub 
(250ml,  £8.50)  and  Sun 
Gentle  and  Reviving 
Moisture  Therapy  Lotion 
(250ml,  £9.50).  A  set  of 
these  three  products  is 
also  available  at  a  price 
of  £17.50. 

AVD  Cosmetics  Ltd.  Tel: 
0171  636  7911. 


Indie  support 
for  Pacific  Light 

Gillette  is  backing  the 
launch  of  its  latest 
Gillette  Series  variant, 
Pacific  Light,  with  a 
variety  of  promotions  for 
independents. 

A  merchandising  unit, 
which  contains  seven 
lines  with  three  selling 
units  of  each  Pacific  Light 
product,  is  available  at  a 
cost  of  £30.  This  includes 
three  shower  gels  free  of 
charge  (rrp  £2.19  each).  It 
also  comes  with  a  launch 
pack  comprising  window 
card,  poster  and  shelf 
reservers. 

To  back  the  move  into 
shown  gels  throughout 
May,  all  Gillette  Series 
shower  gels  will  be 
available  for£1.79  each. 

Finally,  all  Series 
shaving  preparations  will 
have  £0.50  off  with  the 
Sensorexcel  razor  on 
offer  with  £1  off  (rrp 
£3.65).  Sensorexcel 
cartridges  will  be  at  the 
same  price  as  the 
standard  Sensor  and  skin 
conditioners  will  have  £  1 
off. 

•  Again,  throughout  May, 
4,000  independents  will 
receive  a  copy  of 
Gillette's  'Male'  grooming 
report. 

Gillette  UK  Ltd.  Tel:  0181 
560 1234. 

&2.5m  support 
for  Johnson's 
new  Suncare 

To  support  the  launch  of 
Johnson's  Suncare, 
Johnson  &  Johnson  is 
investing  in  a  £2.5  million 
marketing  campaign. 

A  total  of  £1m  will  be 
spent  on  national 
television  advertising,  as 
well  as  a  print  campaign 
in  key  women's  and 
parenting  press  over  the 
summer  months. 

Both  TV  and  press 
executions  use  the  same 
theme,  You  and  Johnson's 
Suncare:  protection  for 
happy  family  memories'. 

To  encourage  trial,  the 
sun  care  range  will  also 
benefit  from  a  consumer 
public  relations 
programme,  incorporating 
reader  offer  promotions 
and  educational 
initiatives. 

Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd. 
Tel:  01628  822222. 


Luna  number 

The  correct  number  for 
Luna  Cosmetics, 
distributor  of  the 
Baywatch  range  of 
products,  is  0181  443  3636 
and  not  as  reported  in 
Counterpoints,  March  30. 

Vitamin  deals 

Unichem  is  promoting  its 
own-brand  vitamins  and 
supplements  with  up  to  25 
per  cent  off  trade  prices. 
The  offer  runs  until  the 
end  of  April. 

Unichem  pic.  Tel:  0181  391 
2323. 

Femidom  at  Chartex 

Chartex  is  now 
distributing  the  female 
condom,  Femidom.  From 
May  1,  the  recommended 
retail  price  will  be  £4.49 
for  a  pack  of  three. 
Chartex  International  pic. 
Tel:  0181  965  2813. 

BSE  and  cosmetics 

Collection  2000  has  issued 
a  statement  assuring 
customers  that  all  its 
products  are  free  of  any 
ingredients  of  UK  bovine 
origin. 

Collection  2000  Ltd.  Tel: 
01695  50078. 

P&G  drinks 

Procter  &  Gamble  is 
currently  test  marketing 
two  new  soft  drinks: 
Punica  and  Sunny  Delight. 
Sunny  Delight  is  vitamin 
enriched. 

Procters  Gamble  Ltd. Tel: 
0191  279  2000. 

Agfa  APS  prices 

Agfa's  rrps  for  its  APS 
range  are  as  follows: 
Futura  100  (25  exposures), 
£3.99;  Colour  Film  (40 
exposures),  £4.99;  Futura 
400  (25  exposures),  £4.79; 
Colour  Film  (40 
exposures),  £5.79;  Agfa 
Easy,  £10.99;  and  Single 
Use  Camera  IMon  Flash, 
£7.99.  These  last  two 
prices  include  a  £1 
deposit  for  recycling. 
Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd.  Tel:  0181 
560  2131. 

Orchid  offers 

Orchid  Drinks  is  offering 
leisurewear  with  orders 
for  Aqua  Libra  Summer 
Fruits  and  Purdey's  Gold 
during  April  and  May. 
Orchid  Drinks  Ltd.  Tel: 
01429  863534. 


H  IE  L  F  E  X    9  6 

INTERNATIONAL  HEALTH  PRODUCT  EXHIBITION 

2I  /  22  APRIL  -  OLYMPIA 

1  !  if  *  *'  if *  * 

^^^^^^^^^ 
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24  HOUR  FAX  INFORMATION  SERVICE 

For  further  details  on  Helfex  96 

DIAL  089I  448  920  FROMYOUR  FAX 

Then  press  'Send'  or  'Start'  when  instructed  and  wait  for  the 

faxed 

response   089]  calls  are  charged  at  39p  per  minute  cheap 

49p  per  minute  at  all  other  times,  inclusive  of  VAT 

Helfex 

.63  Hampton  Court  Way.  Thames  Ditton,  Surrey  KT7  OLT 

Tel:  0I8I  398  9520. 
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Sodium  eromoglycale 


1 


Product  Infor 

Clarityn  Allergy:  Clarityn  Allergy  tablets  contain  10mg  loratadine.  Indications:  For  the  relief  of  symptoms  associated  with  hayfever,  allergic  rhinitis  and  urticaria.  Dosage:  Adults  and  children  aged 
12  and  over:  One  tablet  once  dally.  Contra-lndications,  precautions:  Hypersensitivity.  Pregnancy  and  lactation.  Side-effects:  Rarely,  fatigue,  nausea  and  headache.  Pack  size.  Cartons  of  7  tablets. 
Retail  price:  £3.95.  Legal  category:^ .  Product  licence  number:  0201/01 75.  Product  licence  holder:  Schering-Plough  Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden  City  AL7 1TW.  Date  of  last  revision:  August  1994. 
Clariteyes:  Clariteyes  Eye  Drops  contain  sodium  cromoglycate  Ph.Eur.2%  w/v.  Indications:  For  the  treatment  of  acute  seasonal  (allergic)  conjunctivitis  including  hayfever.  Dosage:  Adults,  children 
and  the  elderly:  One  or  two  drops  into  each  affected  eye  up  to  four  times  daily.  Contra  indications,  precautions:  Hypersensitivity.  Side-effects:  Transient  blurring  of  vision,  burning,  stinging  may 
occur.  Pac/rsfee:10ml.  Retail  price:  £3.95.  Legal  category:^.  Product  licence  number:  0201/0191.  Product  licence  holder:  Schering-Plough  Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden  Crty  AL7  1TW.  Manufacturer: 
Waverley  Pharmaceutical  Ltd.,  Runcorn,  Cheshire  WA7 1QE.  Date  of  preparation:  January  1994.  Prices  correct  at  the  time  of  going  to  press. 

References:  1.  Soto  Roman  L,  Todays  Ther.  Trends,  1988;  6: 19-27.  2.  Betts  T.  etal.,  Proc.  XIII  Int.  Congr.  Allergol.,  and  Clin.  Immunol.,  Montreux  1988;  74-79.  3.  Banov  C,  J.  Int.  Med.  Res. 
1989;  17: 150-156. 4.  Hey  J.A.  etal.,  J.  All.  Clin.  Immunol.,  January  1994.  5.  Affrime  M.J.  etal.,  J.  All.  Clin.  Immunol.,  1993;  91(1):  259.  6.  Data  on  file,  Schering-Plough.  7.  Data  on  file.  Janssen 
Research  Foundation,  February  1993. 8.  Moser  L,  Plumm  H.,  Bueckman  M.  Eur.  Acad,  of  Allerol.  and  Clin.  Immunol.,  Budapest,  May  1986;  Abstract. 


Schering-Plough  Consumer  Health 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Colgate-Palmolive  is 
following  up  its  currenl 
Colgate  poster  campaign 
with  a  trio  of  new 
executions  for  ( 'olgate 
Plax. 

Appearing  mid-April  f<  >r 
three  weeks,  the  three 
poster  ads  are:  'Plax 
Attack',  which  carries  the 
strapline  'Clinically 
proven  to  remove  124  per 
cent  more  plaque  than 
brushing  alone';  'Plax 
Worx',  which  reads  'The 
only  mouthrinse 
accredited  by  the  BDA; 
and  'Plax  Protex',  which 
has  the  slogan 'Keeps  on 
working  for  up  to  1  li 
hours'. 

Colgate-Palmolive  Ltd.  Tel: 
01483  302222. 

Shades  of  elegance 

Sunglasses  manufacturer 
Silhouette  has  launched 
its  largest-ever  range. 

The  Elegant  Collection 
features  Jackie  O'-style 
sunglasses  in  four 
models,  a  Sixties'  retro 
range  and  a  metal  frame 
line.  Prices  start  at 
around  £80. 

Silhouette.  Tel:  0181  889 
9997 


Efamol  gets  £500,000  support 


The  Efamol  evening 
primrose  oil  brands  will 
be  supported  by  a 
£500,000  trade  and 
consumer  advertising 
campaign,  plus  a  direct 
mail  initiative  over  the 
next  eight  months. 

Efamol  Original  and 
Pre-menstrual  Pack, 
Efacal  and  Efamol 
Marine  will  be  the  focus 
of  consumer  advertising 
which  begins  in  May 
targeting  upmarket 
women  and  older  people 
who  want  to  take  an 
active  role  in  managing 
their  health.  Ads  will  be 


appearing  in  She,  Good 
Housekeeping,  Woman 
&  Home,  Options, 
Family  Circle,  Top 
Sartle,  Marie  Claire  and 
Cosmopolitan. 

They  will  be  backed 
up  by  a  series  of  special 
offers  rolled  out  during 
the  course  of  the 
campaign.  An  Air  Miles 
promotion  directed  at 
the  consumer  will  offer 
ten  couples  trips  to 
Europe  and  the  winners 
a  holiday  in  New  York. 
There  will  also  be  linked 
Air  Miles'  incentives  for 
Efamol  stockists. 


Luxury  luggage  line  gets  Very  MC 


Very  MC  is  the  new  men's 
fragrance  from  leather 
goods  marque  MCM. 

Targeting  the  young 
trendsetter,  the  fragrance 
itself  has  a  clean  and 
fresh  top  note  combined 
with  fruit  and  citrus. 
Heart  notes  are 
dominated  by  jasmine 
and  geranium,  with  a  dry 


down  of  cinnamon  and 
sandalwood. 

There  are  only  two 
pr  oducts  in  the  line-up:  a 
natural  edt  spray  (100ml, 
£32.50)  and  a  natural 
body  spray  ( 100ml, 
£18.50). 

The  Perfume  &  Beauty 
Partnership  Ltd.  Tel:  01483 
282486. 


MMC  Invites  Evidence 
Into  The  Acquisition 
of  Milupa  Ltd  By 


NV  Nutricia 


The  Secretary  of  State  for  Trade  and  Industry 
has  referred  the  acquisition  of  Milupa  Ltd 
by  NV  Nutricia  to  the  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission. 

The  Commission  will  be  considering  the 
effects  of  the  merger  on  the  market  for  baby 
milks  and  baby  meals  in  the  UK. 

The  Commission  would  welcome  any  views 
from  interested  parties  in  writing,  by  29  April 
1996  if  possible.  Anyone  wishing  to  submit 
c\  ideiue,  or  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  full  terms 
of  reference,  should  write  to:  The  Reference 
Secretary  (Nutricia/Milupa),  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission,  New  Court,  48  Carey 
Street,  London,  WC2A  2JT. 


FOCUSINQ  ON  THE  PUBLIC  INTEREST. 


New  point  of  sale 
material  is  being 
developed  to  highlight 
the  research-validated 
benefits  of  Efamol  EPO 
products.  This  is 
available  direct  to 
retailers  from  the 
company's  sales 
operations  department 
(tel:  01306  742800). 

This  activity  follows 
price  restructuring  in 
February  to  make 
Efamol  brands  more 
competitive  with  other 
major  branded  lines. 
Zyma  Healthcare.  Tel: 
01306  742800. 


Burberrys'  bodies 

The  Burberrys  of  London 
fragrance  lines  for  men 
and  women  are  both 
being  extended  to  a  new 
range  of  body  products. 

In  the  women's  line  a 
perfumed  bath  and 
shower  gel  (200ml,  £16), 
body  lotion  (200ml,  £18), 
natural  deodorant  spray 
(150ml,  £13)  and  perfumed 
soap  (100g,  £9)  join  the 
perfume. 

For  men  the  new  line 
comprises:  natural 
deodorant  spray  (150ml, 
£13),  aftershave  balm 
(100ml,  £17),  all  over 
shampoo  (200ml,  £14)  and 
deodorant  stick  (75g,  £13). 
Fragrance  Factory  Ltd.  Tel: 
0171  2841456. 


'The  Mask' 
makes  it 
into  the 
bathroom 


In  July,  Prelude  UK  is 
introducing  a  new  range 
of  licensed  toiletries,  this 
time  riding  on  the  back  of 
the  'The  Mask'  movie, 
starring  Jim  Carrey. 

The  char  acters  ar  e  also 
currently  seen  in  an 
animated  series  on  BBC 
TV,  which  attracts  an 
audience  of  between  4-6 
million  children. 

The  bathtime  products 
will  include  3D 
toothbrushes,  toothbrush 
holders  and  3D  bubble 
bath. 

Because  'The  Mask' 
has  proved  popular  with 
adult  audiences,  too, 
there  is  also  a  men's 
range  of  Mask  shave 
stands,  3D  toothbrushes 
and  toothbrush  holders. 
•  In  May,  Prelude  will  be 
launching  two  other  new 
ranges:  Muppet  Treasure 
Island  (to  coincide  with  a 
new  movie  to  be  released 
at  the  same  time)  and 
Balto  (themed  around 
Stephen  Spielberg's  latest 
animated  movie). 
Prelude  UK  Ltd.  Tel:  0191 
233  0293. 


ON  TV  NEXT  WEEK 


Alberto  Culver  V05:  U,  STV,  C,  A,  HTV,  W,  M  

Ambi-Pur:  All  areas  except  U  

Cow  &  Gate  Step-Up  Follow-On  Milk:  STV,  G  

Johnson's  Baby  Moisturising  Bath:  All  areas  

Johnson's  Kids  Bubble  Bath:  All  areas  

Johnson's  Kids  Shampoo:  All  areas  

Neutrogena  T-Gel  Shampoo:  All  areas  

Nizoral  Dandruff  Shampoo:  LWT,  CAR,  C4,  satellite 

Nurofen  Plus:  All  areas  

IMytol:  All  areas  

Rennie:  All  areas  

Setlers:  All  areas  

Seven  Seas  Cod  Liver  Oil:  C4,  S4C  

Wrigley's  Sugar-Free:  All  areas  

GTV  Grampian,  B  Border,  BSkyB  British  Sky  Broadcasting, 
C  Central,  CTV  Channel  Islands,  LWT  London  Weekend, 
C4  Channel  4,  U  Ulster,  G  Granada,  A  Anglia,  CAR  Carlton, 
GMTV  Breakfast  Television,  STV  Scotland  (central), 
Y  Yorkshire,  HTV  Wales  &  West,  M  Meridian,  TT  Tyne  Tees, 
W  Westcountry 
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A    PENTIUM®  PROCESSOR 
PHARMACY  SYSTEM 
THAT    REWRITES    THE    RULE  BOOK 

(and  its  own  CD  Js) 


THIS    IS  IT 


LINK  Pharmacy  Systems  are  pleased  to  offer  Intel  Pentium®  processing  power  with  the  additional  benefit  of 
rewritable  CD  Rom.  The  market-leading,  Intel  Pentium®  processor  means  you'll  never  get  left  behind,  while  the 
Panasonic  PD  drive  will  let  you  back  up  80Mb  of  your  patient  medication  record  data  in  under  four  minutes. 
That's  more  than  five  times  faster  than  the  tape  streamer  it  replaces. 

The  PD  Rom's  removable  optical  cartridge  gives  you  a  massive  650Mb  of  data  storage  capacity  and  you 
can  rewrite  the  disks  up  to  a  million  times. 

There's  a  growing  collection  of  CD  software  available  today,  including  the  new  eBNF  which  becomes  fully 
available  to  the  pharmacist  for  the  very  first  time,  and  the  PD  Rom  system  will  play  them  all  for  you. 

Intel  Pentium®  power,  together  with  the  best  PMR,  Interaction,  and  Prescription  Endorsement  software 
together  with  a  fast  and  flexible  storage  medium  that's  easy  to  use,  all  in  one  state-of-the-art  system  -  that 
really  is  something  to  write  home  about. 

For  more  details  of  this  unique  system,  contact  your  AAH  Pharmaceuticals  branch  for  an  appointment  with 
your  LINK  representative. 


PHARMACEUTICALS 
LIMITED 


Pentium  is  a  trademark  of  Intel  Corporation. 
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The  furore  following 
Asda's  attack  on  Resale 
Price  Maintenance  has 
died  down,  but  the  issue 
has  not  gone  away.  With 
the  Community 
Pharmacy  Action  Group 
planning  its  response, 
the  National 
Pharmaceutical 
Association  offers  some 
thoughts  on  the  subject, 
which  affects  all 
community  pharmacists 


■  n  October,  1995,  Asda  chal- 
I  lenged  the  Resale  Price  Main- 
I  tenance  agreement  by  publi- 
I  cising  that  it  would  be  cutting 
I  the  price  of  some  GSL  medi- 
cines and  food  supplements. 

In  the  same  month,  the  Office 
of  Fair  Trading  announced  that  it 
intended  to  review  the  issue  of 
RPM  on  medicines.  The  OFT 
director  general,  John  Bridge- 
man,  made  it  clear  that  he  felt 
RPM  was  not  generally  in  con- 
sumers' interests. 

The  pharmacy  profession 
faces  a  major  challenge  -  to  fight 
to  preserve  RPM  on  medicines, 
not  only  because  it  is  important 
to  pharmacy  but  also  because  it 
has  great  significance  for  public 
health. 

What  is  UPM? 

Until  the  late  1950s,  RPM  was  the 
norm  rather  than  the  exception. 
Prices  of  consumer  goods  were 
the  same  wher- 
ever they  were 
bought. 

In  i  he  mis- 
taken belief  that 
price  competition 
would  reduce 
prices  and  hence 
inflation,  the  Gov- 
ernment passed 
the  Resale  Prices 
Act  1964,  which 
ban fil  manufac- 
turers from  dic- 


tating resale  prices  to  wholesalers 
and  retailers  unless  that  practice 
could  be  shown  to  be  in  the  public 
interest. 

There  were  two  permitted 
exceptions  to  this  ban:  books 
and  medicines.  Since  September, 
1995,  book  publishers  have 
ceased  to  enforce  set  prices  on 
books,  leaving  medicines  as  the 
only  commodities  available 
whose  manufacturers  can  legally 
enforce  set  prices.  The  vast 
majority  do  so. 

This  unique  status  derives 
from  a  1970  ruling  by  the  Restric- 
tive Practices  Court,  which 
decided  that  the  consequence  of 
removing  Resale  Price  Mainte- 
nance from  both  'ethical'  and 
'proprietary'  medicines  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  public  interest 
Id  a  degree  that  would  far  out- 
weigh any  possible  benefit  com- 
ing to  the  consumer  from  the 
somewhat  lower  prices. 

The  Court  said 
that  the  absence 
of  Resale  Price 
Maintenance  on 
m  e  d  i  c  i  n  e  s 
would: 

•  substantially 
reduce  the  vari- 
ety of  medicines 
available  to  the 
public 

•  substantially 
r  educe  the  num- 
ber  of  outlets 


We  consider  that 
ease  of  access  to  a 
chemist  shop  is  a 
matter  of  public 
importance 


available  for  the  supply  of  a  full 
range  of  medicines  and  pharma- 
ceutical services,  including  the 
dispensing  of  prescriptions,  to 
the  public. 

The  Court  also  said: 

"...  with  the 
disappearance 
of  those  outlets 
(p  harmacies), 
there  would  dis- 
appear the  ad- 
vantage to  the 
public  of  the  pro- 
fessional advice 
which  the  quali- 
fied pharmacist 
in  those  outlets 
had  been  accus- 
tomed to  give 
the  public." 

The  Court  then 
said: 

"We  consider  that  ease  of 
access  to  a  chemist  shop  is  a  mat- 
ter of  public  importance,  particu- 
larly having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  many  members  of  the  public 
who  make  most  use  of  the 
chemist  shop  are  old,  infirm  or 
mothers  of  young  children.  A 
plentiful  and  well  distributed 
supply  of  such  shops  is  therefore 
desirable." 

The  Court's  12-point  conclu- 
sion led  it  to  declare  that ,  in  t  he 
interests  of  the  public,  the  price 
of  medicines  could  be  exempted 
from  the  general  prohibition  of 
RPM. 


Until  the  late 
1950s,  RPM  was 
the  norm,  Prices 
of  goods  were  the 
same  wherever 
they  were  bought 


The  maintenance  of  resale 
prices  is  not  compulsory;  it  is  for 
each  individual  manufacturer  to 
decide  if  its  products  are  to  be 
resold  only  at  or  above  the  mini- 
mum resale  prices. 

Fortunately, 
virtually  every 
OTC  proprietary 
medicines  man- 
ufacturer sets 
minimum  prices 
and  has  written 
into  its  terms  of 
business  a  re- 
quirement that 
retailers  will  sell 
only  at  those 
prices.  The  pro- 
tection provided 
by  RPM  applies 
only  to  branded 
products,  not  to  own-label  or 
generic  medicines. 


Challenges  to  RPM 

Actions  taken  by  Asda  and  the 
OFT  have  made  RPM  on  medi- 
cines vulnerable. 

After  Asda  broke  its  trading 
agreements  last  year  by  cutting 
the  price  of  certain  GSL  medi- 
cines and  food  supplements,  a 
number  of  manufacturers  were 
granted  injunctions  preventing 
the  company  from  price-cutting 
their  products. 

The  OFT  has  started  its  review 

Continued  on  P496  ► 
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THEY'RE  NOT  THE  SAME  WITHOUT  BIG 


TRIWDAN/TRILUDAN  FORTE  [OTC]  PRODUCT  INFORMATION 
Presentations:  Ithdan  lata:  Each  tablet  contains  60mg  lerfenadine.  Mudan  forte 
labkts:  Each  tablet  contains  120mg  terfenadine  Uses:  Antihistamine  indicated  tar 
symptomatic  relief  ol  hay  fever,  allergic  rhinitis  and  allergic  skin  conditions.  Dosage  and 
Administration:  Adults  and  Children  over  12  years  As  o  single  dose  or  too  divided  doses 
Allergic  slid  conditions  1 20mg  daily.  Hoy  fever,  allergic  rhinitis:  Starling  dose  60mg  daily, 
increase  to  I20mg  daily  il  required.  Children  Allergic  skin  conditions,  fay  fever,  okrgic 
rhinitis:  6-12  yeors.  30mg  twice  daily  Do  not  exceed  the  moximum  recommended  dose 
Contra-indications,  warnings  etc.:  Contrcundicotions  Concomitant  use  with  oral 
keloconazole  or  itraconazole  or  erythromycin  Use  in  patients  with  significant  hepatic 
dysfunction  Known  hypersensitivity  to  the  drug  Warnings.  QT  prolongation  andor  ventricular 
arrhythmias,  including  lorsodes  de  pontes  have  been  reported  at  doses  higher  than  those 
recommended  and  ol  normal  doses  in  patients  whose  terfenadine  metabolism  is  impaired  by 
drugs  or  by  liver  diseose  (see  'Contraindications'].  If  syncope  occurs,  terfenadine  should  be 
discontinued  and  the  patient  evaluated  for  potential  arrhythmias  Precautions.  Terfenadine  is 
not  recommended  in  patients  in  whom  electrolyte  imbalance  or  prolonged  QT  interval  are 
known  or  suspected.  Concomitant  use  of  terfenadine  is  not  recommended  in  patients  receiving 
potentially  arrhythmogenic  drugs  ond  those  producing  electrolyte  imbalance;  astemizole 

Hoechst  Marion  Roussel 

960305C.SG 


Although  evidence  is  locking,  the  risk  of  arrhythmia  might  be  increased  (see  'Warnings'] 
Pregnancy  ond  lactation:  See  full  data  sheet  Srdeeffects:  The  following  side-effects  have  been 
reported  abdominal  pom  and  dyspepsia,  alopecia,  anaphylaxis,  angioedema,  arrhythmias, 
bronchosposm,  confusion,  convulsions,  depression,  dizziness,  headache,  insomnia,  jaundice, 
liver  dysfunction,  menstrual  disorders,  musculoskeletal  pain,  nightmares,  palpitations, 
poraesthesia,  photosensitivity  reactions,  rash,  sweating,  syncope  (see  'Warnings'],  tremor, 
visual  disturbances  In  ob|eclive  tests  Triludon  has  been  shown  to  be  free  from  central  nervous 
system  side-effects.  Reports  of  drowsiness  are  extremely  rare  but  it  is  advisable  to  check  the 
individual  response  before  driving  or  performing  complicated  tasks  Drug  Interactions:  Use  with 
oral  ketoconazole  or  itraconazole  is  contra-indicated.  Use  with  erythromycin  is  conlTo- 
indicoted.  Concurrent  use  with  other  imidazole  oral  antifungals  or  other  mocrolide  antibiotics 
is  not  recommended.  Concurrent  use  of  drugs  with  arrhythmogenic  potential  or  those  cousina 
electrolyte  imbalance  is  not  recommended  (see  full  data  sheet]  Pharmaceutical 
Precautions:  V  Legal  Category: :  Product  Licence  Numbers:  Triludon  Tablets: 
4425/0024,  Triludon  forte  Tablets:  4425/0091.  Product  licence  Holder  Morion 
Merrell  ltd ,  Broadwater  Pork,  Denham,  Uxbridge  UB9  5HP.  RSP  (including  VAT):  Mudon 
hole's:  pack  of  10  £2.99.  Mudon  forte  hotels  pack  of  7  £3  95  Date  of  preparation: 
February  1996  Further  information  including  Product  Doto  Sheet  is  available 
from:  Marion  Merrell  Ltd ,  Hoechst  Marion  Roussel,  Broadwater  Park,  Denham,  Uxbridge, 
Middlesex  UB9  5HP  Marion,  Merrell  and  Triludan  are  registered  trademarks.  Hoechst  Marion 
Roussel  is  a  member  of  the  Hoechst  Group 
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of  RPM.  Preliminary  meetings 
have  already  been  held  with 
many  pharmacy  trade  bodies. 

For  the  case  to  be  considered 
by  the  Restrictive  Practices 
Court,  the  director  general  of  the 
OFT  has  to  convince  the  Court 
thai  there  has  been  a  material 
change  in  the  'relevant  circum- 
stances' since  it  made  its  deci- 
sion to  allow  RPM  on  medicines 
in  1970. 

In  other  words,  the  OFT  has  to 
demonstrate  that,  since  1!)70,  cir- 
cumstances have  changed  so 
much  that  the  reason  for  allow- 
ing RPM  on  medicines  is  no 
longer  tenable. 

The  implications 

No  one  should  underestimate  the 
detrimental  effect  the  loss  of 
RPM  would  have  on  community 
pharmacy  and  its  customers. 

It  would  not  just  affect  a  few 
vulnerable  small  pharmacies 
where  the  reduction  in  <  )T( '  med- 
icine sales  -  on  top  of  ever- 
decreasing  NHS  margins,  and 
loss  of  non-medical  sales  to 
other  retail  outlets  -  would  be 
the  final  straw.  All  pharmacies 
would  be  affected.  Loss  of  sales 
would  result  in  cutbacks  in  the 
level  of  service  to  the  ultimate 
detriment  of  customers. 

The  loss  of  RPM  is  not  just 
about  price  cutting  a  few  highly- 
advertised  GSL  lines.  It  will  also 
cause  dramatic  changes  in  the 
market  share  of  non-prescription 
medicines. 

Retailers  such  as  Asda  would 
cherry  pick  fast-moving  lines  and 
would  apply  'pile  them  high,  sell 
them  cheap'  methods  to  increase 
sales.  More  specialist  low-vol- 
ume brands  would  be  forced  off 
the  market. 

Manufacturers  would  then 
have  to  compete  to  protect  their 
brands  and  would  take  decisions 
about  seeking  P  to  GSL  changes 
which  they  might  not  otherwise 
have  considered  The  profes- 
sional role  of  the  pharmacist 
would  be  undermined  and  con- 
sumers, exposed  to  supermarket 


offers  of  'buy 
one  .jumbo  pack 
of  paracetamol 
and  get  one  free', 
would  be  likely 
to  take  their  cus- 
tom over  to  the 
supermarket. 

Ultimately,  the 
professional 
influence  of  the 
pharmacist  in 
ensuring  medi- 
cines are  treated 
with  care  and  respect  could  lie 
lost. 

At  the  same  tune,  customers 
would  be  denied  access  to  a  full 
range  <  if  <  >T( '  medicines  and 
other  pharmaceutical  services  as 
smaller  pharmacies  cannot  hope 
to  compete  with  the  larger  non- 
pharmacy  outlets  in  the  bat  I  le  h  >r 
market  share.  Surely  this  would 
not  be  in  the  public  interest. 

Pharmacy  response 

All  the  major  pharmacy  bodies, 
together  with  organisations  repre- 
senting wholesalers  and  manufac- 
turers of  non-prescription  medi- 

The  Community  Pharmacy 
Action  Group  has  just 
launched  the  first  phase  of 
its  Resale  Price  Maintenance 
defence  campaign. 

The  Group  is  taking  a  low-key 
approach,  with  the  focus  on  the 
following: 
•lobbying  MPs 

•  mobilising 
pharmacists 

•  building  up  a 
media  relations 
programme 

•  developing 
third-party  sup- 
port through 
other  health  pro- 
fessionals and 
voluntary  organ- 
isations as  well. 

It  is  also  in- 
volved in  a  data-gathering  exer- 
cise to  determine  the  full  impact 
of  RPM. 

Chairman  of  the  Group  David 
Sharpe  recently  summed  up  the 


The  abolition  of 
RPM  would  have 
a  detrimental 
effect  on  every 
pharmacy 


r 


THE  COMMUNITY 


ACTION  GROUP 


Ones,  have  form- 
ed the  Commu- 
nity Pharmacy 
Action  Group. 
This  body  is 
campaigning  to 
show  why  keep- 
ing RPM  is  in  the 
public  interest. 

It  is  under- 
taking a  major 
i  n  f  o  r  m  a  t  i  o  n  - 
gathering  exer- 
cise to  provide 
the  OFT  with  evidence  of  the 
importance  of  branded  OTC 
medicine  sales  to  pharmacy.  In 
addition,  through  PR  activ  ities,  it 
will  be  applying  maximum  public 
and  parliamentary  pressure. 

However,  a  centrally  co-ordi- 
nated awareness  campaign  will 
only  be  effective  if  its  message  is 
realised,  fully  understood  and 
implemented  at  local  level.  There 
is  thus  a  great  deal  every  phar- 
macist can  do  to  help. 

How  can  you  help? 

Your-  co-operation  is  vital.  There 
are  a  number  of  things  you  can 

RPM  dilemma  using  the  SAVE 
acronym:  Service,  Availability  of 
range,  Value  and  Ease  of  access. 

"If  RPM  were  to  go,  there  is  a 
strong  possibility  -  which  I  have 
never  said  in  relation  to  remu- 
neration -  that  pharmacies  will 
close,"  he  warned.  The  impact 
would  also  ex- 
tend   to  GPs, 
who  would  face 
a  greater  work 
burden,  and  dif- 
ficulty for  vul- 
nerable groups 
to  gain  access 
to  pharmacies. 

Sources  sug- 
gest   that  the 
OFT  report  will 
not  appear  unt  il 
the  autumn.  So 
pharmacists  still  have  plenty  of 
time  to  push  their  case  through 
their  local  member  of  parlia- 
ment, voluntary  organisations 
and  fellow  health  professionals. 


do.  Be  more  prudent  than  ever 
about  how  you  sell  medicines. 
Make  sure  your  protocols  are 
carefully  followed  by  all  mem- 
bers of  staff. 

If  the  OFT  does  convince  the 
Restrictive  Practices  Court  to  're- 
open' fire  case,  the  NPA  will  be 
arguing  that  the  abolition  of  RPM 
will  not  only  decrease  fire  ars- 
tomers'  choice  of  medicines  and 
the  number  of  outlets,  it  will  also 
mean  that  the  public  will  no  longer 
have  access  to  sound  professional 
advice  available  in  the  community 
when  seeking  to  buy  medicines.  So 
the  NPA  will  be  highlighting  fire 
special  way  medicines  are  treated 
irr  pharmacies. 

At  the  same  time,  it  will  high- 
light the  full  breadth  of  pharma- 
ceutical services  available  from 
the  pharmacy.  The  OFT  will  be 
checking  to  see  if  the  Associa- 
tion's statements  are  borne  out  in 
practice.  You  need  to  provide  the 
evidence  to  back  this  up. 

Be  prepared  to  join  the  battle. 
The  first  stage  of  the  CPAG  cam- 
paign involves  parliamentary 
lobbying  and  seeking  support 
from  consumer  groups  arrd  other 
health  professional  bodies.  The 
NPA  has  already  asked  you  to 
help  by  writing  to  your  local  MPs 
about  RPM.  It  will  need  your  help 
again  in  other  ways  if  it  is  neces- 
sary to  launch  a  high-profile 
media  campaign.  Please  join  in. 
The  success  of  the  campaign 
depends  on  your  co-operation 

Conclusion 

The  abolition  of  RPM  would  have 
a  detrimental  effect  on  every 
pharmacy  and  would  serve  to 
undermine  the  sensible  and 
responsible  attitude  to  self-med- 
ication which  pharmacists  are 
instrumental  irr  bringing  about. 
More  importantly  it  would  have  a 
serious  effect  on  public  health  by 
denying  local  pharmacy  services 
to  all  customers.  This  will  be  par- 
ticularly significant  in  the  case  of 
the  old,  infirm  and  mothers  with 
young  children.  For  these  rea- 
sons the  NPA  believes  RPM  is 
worth  fighting  for.  With  your  help 
it  can  win  the  battle. 


ENHANCED 


ABRIDGED  PRESCRIBING  INFORMATION 

PRESENTATION:  Deep  Relief  is  a  clear,  colourless  gel  containing  PRODUCT  LICENCE  HOLDER:  The  Mentholatum  Company 

Ibuprolen  Ph  Eur.  5.0%.  Also  contains  menthol  USES:  A  topical  Limited,  East  Kilbride,  Scotland 

anti-inllammatory  and  analgesic  for  rapid  symptomatic  relief  from  FURTHER  INFORMATION  FROM  THE  LICENCE  HOLDER  IS 

rheumatic  pain,  muscular  aches,  pains  and  swellings  such  as  AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST. 

strains,  sprains  and  sports  injuries.  Trade  Contact:  The  Jenks  Group.  Telephone  01494  ■  442446 

LEGAL  CATEGORY:  50g  and  under  GSL.  lOOg:  IB.  ALWAYS  READ  THE  LABEL   
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All  in  the  cause  of 
efficiency 

Upon  opening  this  week's 
C&D  (April  6),  two  articles 
regarding  the  present  and 
future  contracting  role 
immediately  struck  me. 

The  first,  on  page  447, 
Northern  Ireland  Notebook, 
regarding  the  sales  of 
prepayment  certificates  is,  as 
a  member  of  the  Derbyshire 
Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  negotiating  team, 
a  subject  that  is  close  to  my 
heart. 

The  Derbyshire  Family 
Health  Services  Authority 
offered  the  service  for  the 
paltry  sum  of  25p  per 
certificate  in  November,  1994. 
This  was  discussed  at  an  LPC 
meeting  and  the  cost  to 
contractors  of  operating  the 
scheme  was  assessed  -  this  is 
much  higher  than  most 
contractors  would  imagine  (it 
will  cost  between  60p  and  79p 
to  process  a  cheque,  and 
credit  card  transactions  at  3 
per  cent  would  amount  to 
over  £2.70  for  a  year's 
certificate). 

When  the  costings  were 
presented  to  the  FHSA,  we 
were  told  that  they  were  not 
willing  to  cover  staffing  costs, 


"as  these  are  already  paid 
for".  It  did  not  occur  to  them 
that  staff  that  were 
processing  certificates  would 
be  taken  away  from  other 
duties  and  prescription 
business  may  be  lost  if 
patients  are  unwilling  to  wait 
while  the  certificate 
transaction  is  made. 

Additional  insurance  costs 
of  premium  and  maintenance 
of  extra  protection  required 
by  insurance  companies, 
disregarding  capital  cost  of 
installation,  would  amount  to 
a  further  £80  per  year. 

Despite  this,  some  6  per 
cent  of  Derby  contractors  did 
undertake  to  issue 
certificates,  despite  advice 
given  to  them  to  the  contrary 
by  the  LPC.  This  was  heralded 
as  a  victory! 

Coming  on  to  the  page  446, 
'Voice  of  Unity?',  I  cannot 
agree  more  with  the  writer 
that  LPCs  have  to  take  a  much 
more  proactive  role  with 
health  authorities  if 
community  pharmacy  is  to 
find  a  worthwhile  and 
prominent  position  in  the 
future.  Contractors  must  be 
kept  fully  informed  of 
negotiations,  but,  in  return, 
must  trust  and  give  their  full 
backing  to  their  local 
negotiators. 


There  is  now  no  room  for 
breaking  ranks  for  short-term 
gain. 

My  fears  are  encompassed 
in  the  final  paragraph.  Will 
there,  in  the  future,  be 
sufficient  skilled  and  willing 
volunteers  to  gain  a  rightful 
role  for  community 
pharmacy?  I  am  told  that 
there  are  only  five 
nominations  for  the  ten 
contractor  places  on  the  new 
Southern  Derbyshire  LPC! 

I,  personally,  have  spent  at 
least  40  hours  of 
unremunerated  time  in  12 
months  on  local  negotiating 
issues  and  it  is  estimated  that 
in  Derbyshire  a  total  of  400- 
500  hours  has  been  logged  by 
the  FHSA  and  LPC  personnel 
over  what  is  a  relatively  small 
sum  -  all  in  the  cause  of 
efficiency. 
Barry  J  Wilson 
Derbyshire  LPC 

Diabetics  given  reassurance 
on  BSE  scare 

A  disturbing  aspect  of  the 
BSE  crisis  has  been  the 
extreme  anxiety  of  diabetic 
patients  about  the  possible 
contamination  of  beef  insulin 
with  the  agent  responsible  for 
causing  BSE  in  cattle. 


The  initial  response  was 
one  of  panic  in  which  patients 
were  demanding  information 
on  the  country  of  origin  of  the 
cattle  and  purification 
methods  used  in  the 
production  of  bovine  insulin. 
CP  Pharmaceuticals  was  able 
to  reassure  patients  that  the 
risk  associated  with  the 
therapeutic  use  of  its  bovine 
insulins  is  considered  to  be 
negligible. 

The  emphasis  of  calls 
received  in  the  week 
commencing  April  1  has 
changed.  Patients  are  now 
concerned  that  bovine 
insulins  will  be  discontinued. 
We  wish  to  assure  both  health 
professionals  and  patients 
that  the  supply  of  our  bovine 
insulin  is  unaffected  by  the 
BSE  crisis  and  will  continue. 

In  addition,  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  the  information 
printed  in  C&D  (March  30) 
could  lead  to 
misunderstanding.  May  I 
point  out  that  the  CP  heparins 
are  porcine  and  the 
hyaluronidase  is  derived  from 
the  testes  of  sheep.  The 
wording  of  the  article  implied 
that  these  were  of  bovine 
origin. 

Dr  Pauline  Flanagan 

Medical  information  officer, 
CP  Pharmaceuticals 


The  latest  news  on  .dotpharmacy  j 

•  Post-press  news  -  the  very  latest  •  Pick  of  the  current  issues 

•  Pick  of  the  Classified  jobs  •  Letters  and  feedback  •  Pick  of 
previous  issues 

Information  for  community  pharmacists  •  Assistant  training 
and  pharmacist  continuing  education  •  Using  C&D's  Cambridge 
Counterpart  for  accredited  assistant  training  •  Read  what  the 
health  minister  wants  to  know  about  pharmacy's  primary  care 
role    then  E-mail  C&D  •  1996-97  offer  to  NHS  contractors  -  text 
and  reaction 

Information  for  advertisers  •  1996  Client  ist  <V  Druggist  market  features  •  1996  Over  the  <  'ounter  assistants' 
supplement  features  •  Advertisement  rates 

General  information  •  Exhibitions,  conferences  and  fairs  1996  •  BP  Conference  programme  •  A  pharmacist's 
introduction  to  the  Internet  -  parts  1  and  2  •  WWW  pharmacy  sites  •  Chemist  &  Druggist's  staff  list 


http://www.dotpharmacy.com/  E-mail:  chemdrug@dotpharmacy.com 
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A  degree  in  German  and 
Business  Studies,  and  a 
speli  in  sales  and 
marketing  with  a 
brewery  are  not  obvious 
qualifications  for  running 
the  National 
Pharmaceutical 
Association's 
professional 

development  programme, 
but  then  it's  no  ordinary 
job,  as  department  head 
Georgina  Craig  explains 


The  degree  comes  from 
Edinburgh  University,  bul 
the  brewery  was  in  Ger- 
many, where  Georgina 
( !raig  went  after  graduating 
to  undertake  what  was,  in  effect, 
a  business  apprenticeship.  "It 
was  a  secondment  to  give  me  a 
taste  of  the  business.  I  got  eight 
free  crates  of  beer  a  month,  so  I 
was  very  popular  with  my 
friends,"  she  recalls. 

A  job  with  Boehringer 
Mannheim  followed,  where  she 
was  accepted  onto  an  interna- 
tional management  training  pro- 
gramme. Having  become  quite 
heavily  involved  into  preparing 
for  the  launch  of  erythropoeitin 
in  Europe,  Georgina  came  back 
home  to  work  for  the  company's 
UK  division  in  pharmaceutical 
sales. 

Key  role 

Nine  months  later,  seeking  a  bit 
more  flexibility  and  challenge, 
she  moved  to  Merck  Sharp  & 
Dohme  as  a  GP  and,  subse- 
quently, hospital  representative. 
Two  years  ago,  she  became  a  key 
account  manager. 

"One  of  the  areas  the  company 
was  particularly  interested  in, 
because  they  had  just  bought 
Medco  in  the  States,  was  phar- 
maceutical and  managed  care," 
she  remembers. 

"I  was  looking  at  the  role  of  the 
community  pharmacist  and 
developments  in  education  and 
training  of  GPs  and  other  pri- 
mary care  team  members.  When 
the  job  of  profes- 
sional develop- 
ment manager  at 
the  NPA  came  up, 
I  thought  I  could 
be  doing  this  for  a 
professional  body 
rather  than  for  a 
pharmaceutical 
company." 

Georgina  duly 
arrived  in  St  Al- 
bans on  ( tctober 
31,  1995. 

The  NPA  had 
set  up  the  profes- 


sional development  in  the  spring 
of  1995  to  help  members  com- 
pete for  funding  from  health 
authorities,  and  to  help  manage 
bids  t  o  provide  services  locally. 

Its  first  head,  Mary  Allen,  left 
the  NPA  at  the  end  of  last  sum- 
mer  at   short,   notice,  having 


recruited  five 


We  are  looking  to 
hit  key  areas 
where  we  think 
there  is  evidence 
to  justify  a  role  for 
the  pharmacist 


co-ordinators. 
Georgina  den- 
ies that  there 
was  any  kind 
of  dislocation. 

"When  you 
are  given  a 
brand-new  ter- 
ritory and  a 
new  task,  the 
first  thing  you 
do  is  go  out 
there  and  find 
out  what  is 
happening. 
When  I  ar- 
rived, the  team 


had  been  in  place  for  six  months. 
I  was  able  to  review  what  they 
had  achieved  and  take  a  more 
targeted  approach." 

The  co-ordinators  had  visited 
pharmaceutical  advisers  and 
other  key  people  within  health 
authorities,  local  pharmaceut  ical 
committees,  and  GPs  in  an 
attempt  to  find  out  what  was  on 
their  agenda  and  what  kind  of 
solutions  the  NPA  could  offer. 

"A  difficult  job  and  (hey  had 
done  well,"  is  Georgina's  verdict. 
"Having  been  in  a  similar  situa- 
tion, I  know  it  can  be  a  daunting 
task.  But,  in  a  short  time,  they  had 
identified  sonic  dearly-defined 
opportunities  for  the  NPA." 

Having  re-arranged  territories 
in  line  with  the  new  NHS  struc- 
ture which  came  in  this  month 
and  introduced  feedback  and 
reporting  systems,  Georgina  is 
ready  to  go. 


"We  are  looking  to  hit  key 
areas  where  we  think  there  is 
already  enough  evidence  to  jus- 
tify a  role  for  the  pharmacist,  and 
where  that  evidence  can  easily 
be  put  together  into  a  package  of 
care  and  a  contract  that  we  can 
take  to  a  health  authority,"  she 
says. 

The  theory  is  that  the  NPA  will 
manage  the  running  of  the  ser- 
vice as  a  non-profit-making 
organisation,  covering  its  costs 
and  no  more.  Profits  are  passed 
on  to  participating  pharmacies 
whic  h  contract  with  the  Associa- 
tion to  provide  the  service. 

Developing  view 

The  areas  the  professional  devel- 
opment department  is  looking  at 
include  smoking  cessation, 
stoma  care,  warfarin  clinics,  a 
'fundholding'  package  and  phar- 
maceutical care  review  (espe- 
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cially  with  the  social  services). 

Services  may  be  based  at  home 
in  in  the  pharmacy  it  the  patienl 
is  mobile.  Georgina  has  slicing 
views  on  home  services.  "Every- 
one seems  a  bit  hung  up  on  di  »mi 
ciliary  visiting  (:I'-s  .ire  Irving  to 
get  away  from  a  domiciliary 
based  service  because  it  is  so 
expensive." 

Model  building 

"We  need  to  find  models  based  in 
the  pharmacy  because  that  is 
where  pharmacists  are  most  of 
tin1  time.  Purchasers  do  not  wanl 
to  pay  out  vast  sums  in  locum 
fees  if  t  hen1  is  a  better  model." 

The  department  has  yet  to  sub 
mit  its  first  contract  proposal  in 
its  key  areas,  although  a  numbei 
of  packages  -  smoking  cessation 
and  stoma  can-  -  are  ready  for 
submission.  Il  has,  however, 
been  active  in  helping  members 
chase  development  funds. 


Two  I  ranches  of  bids  have  been 

pui  in.  one  in  the  North  West  in 
January,  and  the  othei  for  funds 
from  the  Department  ol  Health's 
'Building  Part 
nerships  f<  >r  Suc- 
cess'. Seven  ap 
plications  have 
been  made  for  a 

total    ol   1 

than  £400,000 
under  the  lattei 
scheme,  in  con 
junction  with 
both  social  ser- 
vices and  health 
authorities. 

There  is  a 
recognit ion  withi 
professii  »nal  developme 
going  to  change  the  world 
overnight,  says  Ms  Craig.  She  is 
compiling  a  dal  abase  of  how  v  ar- 
ious serv  ices  arc  being  costed, 
and  believes  she  and  hei  team 
"are  getting  fairly  experienced  in 


There  really  has 
been  a  change  in 
the  team  and  we 
are  all  going  in 


NPA  that 
is  in  it 


calculating  that  kind  i  if  thing" 

sin ■  has  set  herself  a  target  to 
'bring  in' £300,000  in  1996,  w  hich, 
pel  cent  manage 
men!    Ice.  will 

see  hei  w  ll  b 
530,000.  "I  am 
fairlj  confident 
w e  w  ill  achieve 

Ibis  and  we  will 
invest  the  mon 
ey  In  anothei  co- 
oidmaloi  At  the 
moment,  the 

areas  covered 
arc  si  i  huge  it  is 
difficult  l<>  make 
an  impression," 

she  says. 

A  majoi  problem  at  present  is 
the  upheaval  within  health 
authorities  from  the  latest  amal- 
gamation of  FHSAs  and  districts 
into  unitary  purchasing  authori- 
ties. There  will  be  some  extra 
spade  work  needed  to  rebuild 


contacts  in  the  coining  months. 

"I  am  happy  with  the  progress 
made."  Georgina  says  "There 
really  has  been  a  change  III  the 
learn  and  we  are  all  g( ling  in  the 
same  direction.  I'd  like  to  have 
product  packages  readj  to  sell 
tomorrow,  but  you  should  not 
rush  things  I'd  rathei  pilot  out 
ideas  with  a  few  health  authi  iri- 
ties  before  going  national." 

Longer  terms 

Among  <  il's  am  I  I  rusts,  I  here  is  a 
strong  wish  to  move  to  longer 
contracts  to  allow  building  of 
longei  term  partnerships.  In 
future,  purchasers  are  increas 
ingly  going  In  be  (d's,  she  feels. 

"Issues  nl  local  contracting  are 
almost  a  red  herring  because 
si  inn  we  w  ill  see  phai  macists  in  a 
local  area  negotiating  w  lib  hind 

holders    II    total    I  Iholding 

lakes  off,  then  buying  w  ill  cei 
tainly  devolve  to  GPs." 

It's  a  brave  new  world  mil 
there,  and  the  \l'\  is  working 
ii i w a 1 1 Is  securing  a  cornet  ft h  its 
members  But  it  will  have  to 
w  i  u  k  for  n 

I  'hai  'macists  will  need  to  inn 
mi  the  move  bv  GPs  to  work 
together  in  larger  groups  and  the 
NPA's  new  approach  offers  the 
opportunity  to  do  I  his  Theie's 
little  evidence  of  ii  happening 
yet,  though,  says  Georgina.  But 
who  knows  what  the  next  few 
years  will  In  ine  ' 


SMALL 
PILL 


M  ICRU    VI  1  A  M  I  N  S 

FOLIC  ACID 

400  meg  per  tablet 


BUSINESS 


MICRO  GARLIC 


Early  this  Spring,  the 
Department  of  Health  is 
spending  £2.3  million  to  raise 
awareness  of  the  importance 
of  Folic  Acid  in  early  preg- 


nancy. To  capitalise  on  this  heightened  awareness,  a  new 
consumer  campaign  promoting  Cantassium  Micro  Folic  Acid  has 
been  developed  by  Larkhall  Green  Farm. 

All  this  activity  means  a  big  demand  for  Folic  Acid.  And  in 
particular,  Cantassium  Micro  Folic  Acid. 


Each  tiny,  easy-to-swallow  Cantassium  tablet  contains 
400mcg  of  Folic  Acid  —  the  exact  Government  recommended 
dose.  And  the  handy  'click  pack'  dispensers,  unique  to  the 
Cantassium  Micro  range,  are  both  convenient  and  portable. 

Cantassium  Micro  Vitamins  are  available  from  all  major 
wholesalers,  so  be  sure  you  stock  up  now. 

Then  you'll  be  ready 
for  extra  profits  with  the  small 
pill  that  means  big  business 
for  you. 


rm  VITA M  I  N  f  \  V \  K  T  S 


To  help  those  already  affected  bv  Neural  Tube  defects,  lOp  of  the  purchase  price  for  every  pack  of  Cantassium  Micro  Folic  Acid  sold  will  be  donated  to  the  Association  for  Spina  Bifida  and  Hydrocephalus. 


Relief  at  their 
fingertips. 


Movelat  Relief 

has  a  unique  indication  • 
for  the  relief  of  mild  to 
moderate  arthritic  pain. 


arthritic  pain 
at  your  fingertips. 


Movelat  Relief 

will  be  supported  by  a 
£3  million  campaign,  including  national 
TV  and  press  advertising. 


Now,  help  is  at  hand  for  ovoiyone 
who  gets  a  touch  of  arthritic  pain. 
Movelat  Relief  is  the  first  topical 
treatment  tor  mild  to  moderate 
arthritic  pain  available  from  your 
pharmacist  without  a  prescription. 
Movelat  Relief  has  two  powerful 
ingredients.  One  helps  stop  pain 
and  inflammation,  the  other  helps 
ensure  the  main  ingredient  passes 
rapidly  through  youi  skin  lo  reach 
the  painful  joint.  ■ 
So,  next  time  you  led  a  touch 
of  arthritic  pain,  smooih  on 
Movelat  Relief  and  soothe 
Bway  the  pain. 
Ask  your  pharmacist  about 
Movelat  Relief  today. 
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rr 

Movelat" 

Relief 

For  the  relief  of  mild  to  moderate 
arthritic  pein. 


ABBREVIATED  PRODUCT  INFORMATION  j 

Presentation:  Movelat/Movelat  Relief  Cream  contains  mucopolysaccharide  polysulphate  (MPS)  0.2%  w/w  and  salicylic  acid  Ph. Eur.  2.0%  w/w  in  a  white  cream  base.  Movelat/Movelat  Relief 
Gel  contains  the  same  active  constituents  in  a  colourless  gel  base.  Indications:  Movelat/Movelat  Relief  is  a  mild  to  moderate  anti-inflammatory  and  analgesic  topical  preparation  for  the 
'  symptomatic  relief  of  pain  in  musculoskeletal  conditions  including  sprains  and  strains.  Dosage:  Adults,  the  elderly  and  children  over  12  years:  Movelat/Movelat  Relief  Cream:  Two  to  six  inches 
(5-15cm)  to  be  massaged  into  the  affected  area  up  to  four  times  daily.  Movelat/Movelat  Relief  Gel:  Two  to  six  inches  (5-15cm)  to  be  applied  to  the  affected  area  up  to  four  times  daily. 


at  yours. 


Since  its  OTC  launch  last  year,  non-prescription 
sales  of  our  effective  topical  treatment  for 
arthritic  pain  have  increased  significantly. 

Now,  Movelat  for  OTC  sales  has  new  packaging 
and  a  new  name  -  Movelat  Relief. 


Throughout  1996,  our  TV  commercials  and 
advertisements  in  national  newspapers  will  make 
arthritic  pain  sufferers  aware  of  the  new  name, 
Movelat  Relief. 

As  the  only  topical  OTC  product  for  the  relief  of 
mild  to  moderate  arthritic  pain,  Movelat  Relief  is 
going  to  be  a  massive  profit-maker  during  1996. 
The  handy  new  40g  pack,  introduced  specifically 
in  response  to  requests  from  pharmacists,  gives 
you  an  extra  way  to  profit.  Cash  back  on  lOOg  is 
£2.07,  and  on  40g  it  is  £1.23. 

What's  more,  the  new  packaging  will  establish  a 
clear  difference  between  Movelat  Relief  and  the 
Movelat  prescription  range. 

So  for  profits  at  your  fingertips,  make  sure  you 
keep  plenty  of  Movelat  Relief  handy. 


Movelat 

Relief 

mucopolysaccharide  polysulphate  (MPS),  salicylic  acid 

For  the  relief  of  mild  to  moderate 
arthritic  pain. 


|  Contra-indications:  Not  to  be  used  in  children  under  12  years  of  age.  Not  to  be  used  in  susceptible  asthmatic  patients  in  whom  salicylates  can  induce  bronchial  reactions'. 
|  Not  to  be  used  on  large  areas  of  skin,  broken  or  sensitive  skin  or  on  mucous  membranes.  Precautions:  For  external  use  only.  Not  to  be  used  during  the  first  trimester  or 
|  during  late  pregnancy.  Side-effects:  Allergic  skin  reactions  may  occur  in  individuals  sensitive  to  salicylates.  Legal  Category:  P.  Pack  Details:  Mpve'lat/Movelat  Relief  Cream 
j  (PL  8265/0008).  Movelat/Movelat  Relief  Gel  (PL  8265/0009):  Trade  Price:  £4.14  per  lOOg  tube,  £2.51  per  40g  tube.  Retail  Price:  £7.30  per  lOOg  tube.  £4.40  per  40g  tube. 
|  Full  product  information  is  available  on  request  from  the  Product  Licence  Holder:  Panpharma  Limited.  Repton  Place,  Amersham,  HP7  9LP.  Date  of  Preparation:  February  1996 


SANKYO  GROUP 


BUSINESS  MATTERS 


Adam  Bernstein 
demonstrates  how  to 
avoid  'cowboy'  advisers 
and  hunt  down  the  true 
professionals 


le  take  for  granted  that 
[to  be  a  doctor,  lawyer  or 
haulier  you  need  qual- 
ifications which  must, 
from"  time  to  time,  be 
proved  to  stay  on  the  right  side  of 
the  law.  Strangely,  though,  to  be 
an  accountant  or  professional 
adviser,  you  need  only  rent  an 
office,  have  some  letterhead 
printed  and  brass  plate  fixed  to 
the  wall  outside,  and  you're  in 
business. 

No  messing,  no  qualifications 
and  no  illegalities. 

The  situation  is  more  worry- 
ing if  you  consider  the  number 
of  small  businesses  which  are 
most  susceptible  to  cheap 
and  poor  advice.  Figures 
taken  from  a  joint  Confed- 
eration of  British  Indus- 
try and  National  Insti- 
tute for  Economic  Re- 
search report  indicate 
that  the  number  of  small 
businesses  in  the  UK  is 
growing  by  a  healthy  10 
per  cent,  and  their  number 
is  this  year  expected  to 
reach  a  total  that  is  well 
over  2.7  million.  At  the  same 
time,  because  the  economy  is 
picking  up,  the  number  of  busi- 
ness failures  has  been  dropping 
by  13  per  cent.  Small  businesses 
are  growing  so  fast  that  they  are 
recruiting  staff  at  the  fastest  rate 
for  six  years.  In  essence,  this  sec- 
tor of  British  business  needs 
good  accounting  and  manage- 
ment advice. 

But  where  to  turn?  There  are 
three  main  recognised  accoun- 
tancy bodies  in  the  UK  -  the 
C'hartered  Association  of  Certi- 
fied Accountants  (ACCA),  the 
Chartered  Institute  of  Manage- 
ment Accountants  (CIMA)  and 
the  Institute  of  Chartered 
Accountants  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  its  affiliates  ( ICAEW) 
-  bu1  what  do  they  offer?  The 
answer  is  very  little  unless  y<  ni're 
dealing  with  the  ACCA 

Shark  hunting 

To  rid  the  British  business  world 
of  shark-like  'professional'  advis- 
ers, the  ACCA  has  just  gone  it 
alone  by  launching  a  second 
pilot  advice  programme  for  own- 
ers of  small  businesses,  which,  if 
all  goes  to  plan,  could  be  avail- 
able nationally  within  the  next 
year  or  so. 

The  first,  a  sponsored  Small 
Business  Surgery  in  North  Har- 


row, Mid- 
dlesex, has  finished  its  planned 
trial  period  and  is  presently 
being  reviewed.  The  second, 
however,  is  similar  in  principle  to 
the  Small  Business  Surgery,  but 
is  being  run  by  the  Leicestershire 
District  Society  of  the  ACCA  in 
conjunction  with  Business  Link 
Leicestershire. 

The  Accountancy  Helpline  at 
Business  Link  Leicestershire  has 
been  put  together  with  the  own- 
ers of  small  and  growing  busi- 
nesses in  mind  -  people  who  do 
not  regularly  use  the  services  of 
an  accountant.  The  information 
and  hel])  available  can  cover  mat- 
ters as  diverse  as  sources  of 
finance,  cashflow  handling  and 
the  new  self-assessment  income 
tax  regime. 

Twenty-five  members  of  the 
Leicestershire  District  Society  of 
the  ACCA  will  be  available  for 
consultation,  each  providing  one 
day  of  their  time  a  month  on  a 
rota  basis.  Where  the  question 
cannot  be  answered  simply  by 
telephone,  face  to  face  help  is 
available  for  up  to  one  hour  free 
with  the  member  on  duty.  There- 
after, it's  up  to  individuals  to 
make  their  own  arrangements 


with  the  accoun- 
tant they've  been  talking  to  or 
elsewhere. 

Growing  sector 

Geoff  Sawyerr,  president  of  the 
ACCA  Leicestershire  District 
Society,  says:  "We,  as  certified 
accountants,  would  like  to  be 
seen  to  be  helping  small  busi- 
nesses in  this  recent  economic 
climate,  bearing  in  mind  that  pro- 
fessional costs  of  setting  up  and 
growing  new  business  could  be  a 
major  constraint.  We  would  like 
to  help  new  businesses  so  that 
they  do  not  have  to  worry  about 
these  additional  costs,  they  are, 
after  all,  the  growing  sec  tor  of 
the  economy." 

Commenting  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  North  Harrow  pro- 
gramme, Lutfi  Talib,  president  of 
the  Harrow  District  Society  of 
the  ACCA,  says:  "While  many 
small  business  consultants  are 
legitimate,  others  offer  a  cheaper 
service  by  cutting  corners.  Those 
in  the  latter  category  can  be  veiy 
tempting  to  small  businesses, 
operating  under  tight  budgets, 
which  see  the  opportunity  of 
obtaining  the  advice  they  require 
at  low  cost.  However,  this  could 


prove  to  be  a  fatal  false  economy 
if  the  consultant  is  not  up  to  the 
task." 

This  can  be  illustrated  by 
cases  where  unscrupulous, 
unqualified  individuals  have 
been  charging  non-refundable 
administration  fees  with  the 
vague  promise  of  raised  finance. 
Naturally,  to  a  businessman  or 
woman  in  a  tight  spot,  this  sort  of 
advice  may  seem,  at  that 
moment  in  time,  quite  attractive. 
Giving  more  examples,  there 
have  even  been  cases  where 
small  businesses  have  been 
charged  several  hundred  pounds 
by  these  'advisers'  for  reports  on 
their  eligibility  for  Government 
and  EC  grants. 

So,  if  you  are  looking  for  some 
good,  solid,  professional  help, 
the  advice  given  from  various 
sources  is  the  following: 

•  use  an  adviser  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  relevant  professional 
body,  and  look  for  qualifications 

apd  certificates  to  prove  this 
^  •  be  very  wary  of  any  advis- 
ers who  cold-call 
1  find    out    who    else  the 
adviser  works  for  and,  where 
possible,    seek  references, 
either  from  other  businesses 
in  your  ar  ea  or  the  mar  ket  sec- 
tor, or  from  the  local  Training 
and  Enterprise  Council 
•  do  not  relinquish  any  direct 
control  over  the  finances  of 
your  business 

.  *•  look  to  see  how  much 
interest    any  prospective 
adviser  shows  in  your  busi- 
ness. Find  out  if  they  have 
any  experience  in  your  ar  ea  of 
operations 

•  ensure  you  have  a  written  con- 
tract that  spells  out  exactly  what 
is  expected  and  what  you  must 
pay  for.  Ask  about  billing  terms  - 
is  it  monthly,  quarterly  or  annu- 
ally? Will  the  adviser  offer  any 
help  in  minimising  your  bills? 

•  finally,  see  if  your  adviser's 
professional  body  has  any  free 
guides  and  advice  booklets  you 
can  have. 

Remember  that  advisers,  if  you 
choose  badly,  can  lead  you  along 
a  path  that  may  destroy  all  you 
have  worked  for.  On  the  other 
hand,  good  advisers  are  worth 
their  weight  in  gold. 

If  you  are  based  near  North 
Harrow  and  are  interested  in  a 
consultation,  call  0171  396  5770. 
Consultations  are  held  every  Fri- 
day between  12.00pm  and 
3.00pm  at  the  Harrow  Civic  Cen- 
tre. For  more  information  on  the 
national  aim  of  the  programme 
call  the  ACCA  on  0171  242  6855. 
Complaints  to  the  same  number. 

The  Institute  of  Chartered 
Accountants  in  England  and 
Wales  is  on  0171  920  8100.  Com- 
plain about  members  on  01908 
218100.  The  Chartered  Institute 
of  Management  Accountants  can 
be  reached  on  0171  637  2311. 
Complaints  to  the  same  number. 
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POLITE  NOTICE 


For  prescriptions  written  as 
diclofenac  EC,  MR  75mg  Caps 
or  diclofenac  DR  75mg  Caps. 

You  are  obliged  to  dispense: 


Motrfend  75? 


DUAL-RELEASE 


diclofenac  sodium  25/50mg 


Please  note: 

Motifene  75mg  may  also  be  dispensed  against  diclofenac  75mg  mr.  Caps. 


Motifene  75mg  Abbreviated  Prescribing  Information. 
Presentation:  Blue-capped,  colourless  capsules 
containing  75mg  of  diclofenac  sodium  in  a  dual-release, 
pel letised  formulation.  25mg  of  diclofenac  sodium  is 
presented  as  enteric-coated  pellets,  the  remaining 
50mg  as  sustained-release  pellets.  Indications: 
Rheumatoid  arthritis,  osteoarthritis,  low  back  pain, 
acute  musculoskeletal  disorders  (e.g.  periarthritis, 
tendinitis,  tenosynovitis,  bursitis,  sprains,  strains, 
dislocations),  relief  of  pain  in  fractures,  ankylosing 
spondylitis,  acute  gout,  control  of  pain  and 
inflammation  in  orthopaedic,  dental  and  other  minor 
surgery.  Not  suitable  for  use  in  children.  Dosage:  One 
capsule  once  or  twice  a  day,  preferably  just  before  a 
meal.  Non-steroidal  anti-inflammatory  drugs  should  be 


used  with  caution  in  the  elderly.  Contra-indications:  A 
known  sensitivity  to  diclofenac,  active  or  suspected 
peptic  ulcer  or  gastro-intestinal  bleeding,  asthmatics  in 
whom  attacks  of  asthma,  urticaria  or  acute  rhinitis  are 
precipitated  by  other  non-steroidal  anti-inflammatory 
drugs  including  aspirin  Precautions:  Patients  with  a 
history  of  gastro-intestinal  disease,  severe  hepatic, 
cardiac  or  renal  insufficiency  (including  the  elderly) 
should  be  monitored  closely  during  treatment.  Patients 
with  a  bleeding  diathesis  or  other  haematological 
abnormality.  Pregnancy  and  Lactation.  Co- 
administration with  lithium,  digoxin,  methotrexate, 
oral-hypoglycaemic  drugs,  oral  anticoagulants, 
potassium  sparing  diuretics,  other  non-steroidal  anti- 
inflammatory    drugs,     cyclosporin.  Side-effects: 


Occasionally  reported:  nausea,  vomiting,  diarrhoea, 
epigastric  pain,  headache,  dizziness,  vertigo,  rashes  or 
skin  eruptions.  Rarely  reported:  gastro-intestinal 
bleeding,  peptic  ulceration,  drowsiness,  tiredness, 
urticaria,  liver  function  disorders,  oedema, 
hypersensitivity  reactions.  Legal  category:  POM.  Pack 
details:  Motifene  75mg  capsules  (PL  8265/0003),  basic 
NHS  price  £14.99  per  blister  pack  of  56  capsules.  Full 
prescribing  information  is  available  on  request  from  the 
Product  Licence  Holder:  Panpharma  Limited,  Repton 
Place,  Amersham,  HP7  9LP. 


Date  of  Preparation:  March  1996 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


Phytopharm 
floats  with  S60m 

Phytopharm,  a  drug  company 
that  takes  plant-based  medicines 
and  formulates  them  forprescrip- 
tion  use.  lias  launched  its  path- 
finder prospectus. 

The  company  plans  to  raise 
around  £15  million  in  a  placing  on 
the  London  stock  market  later 
this  month. 

Phytopharm  is  aiming  for  a 
market  value  of  around  £60m. 
The  company's  main  product  is 
Zemaphyte,  a  treatment  for  sev- 
ere atopic  eczema,  which  was 
developed  from  a  Chinese  plant- 
based  medicine. 

The  company  reported  pie-lax 
profits  of£132,000  on  turnover  of 
£641,000,  which  principally  com- 
prised development  fees  from 
Fisons,  which  has  a  development 
and  marketing  agreement  with 
Phytopharm,  giving  it  exclusive 
rights  to  market  Zemaphyte  in  the 
EU  and  first  right  of  refusal  for 
licences  in  other  countries. 

Phytopharm  receives  develop- 
ment costs,  milestone  payments 
and  will  receive  royalties  on 
Zemaphyte  sales. 

The  company  has  a  number  of 
other  products  in  its  pipeline  for 
treating  conditions  including 
wound  healing,  psoriasis,  asthma 
and  diabetes. 


UK  prescribing  remains  low 


The  NHS  medicines  bill  remains 
the  second  lowest  in  Europe  - 
and  one  of  the  lowest  in  the 
world. 

The  average  cost  of  a  prescrip- 
tion is58.(>5,  with  almost  545  mil- 
lion prescriptions  written  m  the 
UK  in  1995,  according  to  Dr 
Trevor  Jones,  director  general  of 
the  Association  of  I  he  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry.  The 
spend  on  medicines  accounts  for 
only  11  percent  of  the  total  NHS 
bill.  These  figures  pose  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  we  are  making 
I  he  most  of  our  medicines,  said 
Dr  Jones,  who  was  speaking  at 
the  launch  of  the  ABPI's  annual 
report.  "Cheap  prescribing  is  by 
no  means  always  good  prescrib- 
ing", he  said 

Dr  Jones  advocated  a  move 


low  aids  evidence-based  pre- 
scribing of  medicines,  but  said 
that  the  difficulty  lay  in  persuad- 
ing the  Government,  particularly 
the  Treasury,  that  a  rise  in  the 
medicines  bill  could  lead  to  a 
reduction  in  the  overall  NHS  bill 
by  reducing  the  need  for  surgery, 
hospital  care  and  social  services. 

Dr  Jones  believed  that  using 
the  best  medicines  was  the  right 
way  forward,  both  to  improve 
the  nation's  health  and  control 
the  NHS  drugs  bill. 

However,  this  did  not  mean 
placing  limits  on  CPs'  prescrib- 
ing by  means  of  a  national  formu- 
lary or  use  of  limited  lists. 

The  pharmaceutical  industry 
was  currently  wor  king  on  provid- 
ing more  information  hi  patients, 
not  only  through  the  leaflets  in 


patient  packs  but  also  through  a 
rrew  voluntary  scheme,  by  which 
companies  were  making  licensing 
data  on  new  medicines,  including 
information  on  safety  and  side- 
effects,  available  to  the  general 
public. 

The  drug  industry  was  cur- 
rently heading  towards  a  record- 
breaking  £2  billion  trade  surplus 
for  1995  on  exports  of  more  than 
£4bn.  Spending  on  R&D  also 
reached  recor  d  levels  of  around 
£2bn  in  1995. 

The  ABPI  has  been  in  talks 
with  both  the  Government  and 
the  Labour  Party  to  ensure  that 
both  sides  recognise  the  impor- 
tance of  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  to  the  UK,  both  in  terms 
i  >f  j(  >bs  and  t  he  wealt  h  it  I  (rings  to 
the  country. 


AAH  adds  power  to  PCs 

Link  Pharmacy  Systems  from 
AAH  Pharmaceuticals  is  adding 
to  its  customers'  PC  power  with 
the  launch  of  PD-ROM  as  stan- 
dard on  all  its  Link  Pentium  PCs. 

A  PD-ROM  is  a  CD  with  a  dif- 
ference: whereas  CD-ROMs  are 
restricted  to  viewing  information 
only,  a  PD-ROM  can  process  it. 


Retail  sales  continue  to  rise 


MMC  Invites  Evidence 
into  the  Proposed 
P  Acquisition  of  Lloyds 
Chemists  plc  by  GEHE  AG 


:   v  : 


The  Secretary  ol  State  for  Trade  and  Industry  has 
referred  the  proposed  acquisition  of  Lloyds 
Chemists  pie  by  GEHE  AG  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission. 

The  (  ommission  will  be  considering  the  effects 
ol  the  proposed  merger  on  the  wholesale  and 
retail  pharmaceutical  markets  in  the  UK. 

The  Commission  would  welcome  any  views 
from  interested  parties  in  w  riting,  by  19  April 
1996  if  possible.  Anyone  w  ishing  to  submit 
evidence,  or  to  obtain  a  copy  ol  the  full  terms 
ol  reference,  should  write  to:  The  Reference 
Set  retary  (( IE!  IE  'Lloyds),  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission,  New  Court,  48  Carey 
Street.  London.  WC2A  1}T. 


FOCUSINQ  ON  THE  PUBLIC  INTEREST. 


Retail  sales  volumes  increased  in 
March,  although  their  rate  of 
growth  has  slowed. 

Despite  six  successive  year  on 
year  increases,  retail  sales  were 
viewed  as  only  just  above  aver- 
age for  the  time  of  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry's  Distributive 
Trades  Survey. 

The  rise  reported  in  March  fell 
short  of  expectations,  which, 
says  the  CBI,  suggests  that  retail- 
ers have  not  yet  experienced  a 
complete  recovery  of  stability. 


Nevertheless,  retailers  predict  a 
further  pick-up  in  sales  for  April. 

Chemists  saw  a  slow  down  in 
volume  growth  following  three 
successive  months  of  marked 
increases.  On  balance,  only  16 
per  cent  of  chemists  saw  a  rise  in 
sales  volumes  compared  with 
last  year,  a  sharp  fall  from  43  per 
cent  in  February  and  57  per  cent 
in  January. 

Wholesalers'  sales  volumes 
continued  to  rise  strongly  and 
results  for  the  time  of  year  were 
above  average. 


Reckitt  &  Colman 
disposes  of  US  division 


Reckitt  &  Colman  has  sold  its  US 
per  sonal  products  division  to  J  W 
Childs,  a  US  investment  manage- 
ment company,  for  $12:!  million 
(£1=$1.53). 

The  sale  is  in  line  with  Reckitt 
&  Colman's  corpor  ate  strategy  of 
concentr  ating  on  household  pro- 
ducts and  pharmaceuticals. 

The  personal  products  division 
lurried  in  sales  of  $1 10m  in  1995, 
with  a  profit  of  around  $10m.  The 
sale  encompasses  br  ands  includ- 
ing Wei  Ones  moist  towelettes; 
Diaparene  baby  care  products; 
Mr  Bubble  bubble  bath;  and 
Chubs  thick  baby  wipes.  All  the 
products  are  sold  primarily  in  the 
US  and  a  number  of  other  mar- 
kets worldwide,  although  sales 
of  the  affected  products  are 
almost  negligible  in  the  UK,  says 


a  company  spokesman 

The  sale  of  the  division,  which 
was  acquired  when  Reckitt  & 
Colman  bought  L&F  Household 
at  the  end  of  1994,  does  not  affect 
the  toiletries  business  in  Europe, 
where  Rec  kitt  &  Colman  is  a 
market  leader  in  depilatories 
(Immac)  and  denture  care.  The 
company  has  no  plans  to  dispose 
of  its  toiletries. 

The  I'S  deal  includes  certain 
product  formulations,  as  well  as 
production  and  distribution  facil- 
ities in  Ohio. 

Of  the  $123m  sale  price,  $108m 
will  be  paid  in  cash  on  comple- 
tion of  the  deal  and  the  remain- 
der is  covered  by  a  loan  note 
payable  in  seven  and  a  half  years. 
The  proceeds  of  the  sale  will  be 
used  to  reduce  net  debt. 
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Classified 


Appointments  £25 P.S.C.C.  +  VAT  minimum  ?xl 
General  Classified  £23 P.S.C.C.  +  VAT  minimum  3x2 
Box  Numbers  £12.00  exlra.  Available  on  request. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior  to  Saturday  publication. 
Cancellation  deadline  1 0am  Friday;  one  week  prior  to  insertion  date 
All  cancellations  must  be  in  writing 

Contact  Lucy  Reynolds  Chemist  and  Druggist  (Classified) 


SUPERINTENDENT  PHARMACIST  REQUIRED 

to  manage  established  village  pharmacs 
We  would  be  interested  to  receive  applieations  from  full  time,  part  time  or 
job  share  applicants. 
This  is  a  purpose  built  retail  outlet  adjacent  to  a  doctors  surgery  in  a  satellite 
village  south  east  of  Leeds. 
A  small  team  of  trained  and  experienced  staff  are  employed  to  provide  full 
administration  support  to  the  Manager  The  ability  to  lead  this  team  and  work  w  ith 
the  pharmacy  owners  to  develop  the  pharmacy  and  retail  business  are  essential 
A  computerised  dispensing  and  rc-ordering  system  is  in  place 
1  he  pharmacy  has  contracts  w  ith  local  nursing  homes  to  provide  repeat 

prescriptions  in  the  Venalink  blister  pack  system 
Good  rate  of  pay  and  conditions  of  employment  to  suitable  applicant. 
Applications  to  be  sent  to  Jane  Holmes,  Elizabeth  Court  Sur«er\, 
Elizabeth  Drive,  Airedale,  C  astleford  WF10  3TG 
Initial  enquiries  welcome  on  01977  603004 


Miller  Freeman  PLC,  Sovereign  Way.  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  I  RW 
Tel  01732  377222  Internet:  http://www.dotpharmacy.com/. 
ALL  MAJOR  CRLDIT  CARDS  ACCLPTLD 

—  Eg  r_ 


McSWEENEY  PHARMACY  GROUP 
IRELAND 

Pharmacists  required  for  managerial  and  support  positions  in 
Ireland's  most  progressive  pharmacy  group.  You  will  need  a 
professional  attitude,  excellent  communication  skills  and  the  ability 
to  develop  a  community  pharmacy  which  genuinely  cares  for  the 
needs  of  its  patients.  In  return  you  will  enjoy  the  full  support  of  a 
highly  professional  company,  modern,  well  equipped  facilities  and  a 
highly  competitive  salary  plus  a  substantial  tax  free  benefits 
package. 

For  further  information  please  call  00-353-1-8314341/00-353-88- 
537523  or  apply  with  CV  to: 

Personnel  Department,  413  Howth  Road,  Raheny,  Dunlin  5,  Ireland. 


APPOINTMENTS 


I 


5TIEFEL 


National  Pharmacy 
Accounts  Manager 


£35,000  Package 


Stiefel  Laboratories  is  an  international  pharmaceutical 
company  specialising  in  the  manufacture  and  marketing 
of  dermatology  products.  Numerous  "firsts"  and  incisive 
research  and  development  has  enabled  them  to  become 
the  largest  dermatology  specialty  company  in  the  world. 
They  have  a  product  portfolio  which  spans  prescription 
and  pharmacy  OTC  and  includes  a  number  of  market 
leading  brands. 

Their  continued  success  in  growing  the  presence  of  their 
"P"  and  "GSL"  products  in  the  multiple  pharmacy  sector 
has  led  to  a  requirement  to  recruit  a  National  Accounts 
Manager. 

You  will  be  wholly  accountable  for  securing  and 
growing  distribution  and  sales  in  the  national  and 
regional  pharmacy  multiples. 

Reporting  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Operations  Manager, 
and  working  closely  with  the  National  Sales 
Manager  and  Product  Manager,  you  will  also 
play   a   key   role   in   developing   the  trade 


marketing  strategy  to  further  enhance  pharmacy  trade 
relationships  and  strengthen  the  product  and  category 
positions. 

Key  to  the  success  of  this  newly  created  position  are  the 
skills  you  can  bring  to  the  business: 

•  Multiple  pharmacy  experience 

•  Initiative,  energy  and  enthusiasm. 

•  Excellent  presentation/sales  skills 

•  A  track  record  of  successful  business  growth  in 
healthcare. 

In  return,  this  is  an  opportunity  to  really  add  value  in  a 
role  of  critical  importance  that  offers  significant 
development  potential. 

Interested  candidates  should  forward  a  copy  of  their 
current  CV  to  Peter  Williams  or  Mark  Gardiner,  Michael 
Page   Sales   &   Marketing,   Windsor   Bridge  House, 
1  Brocas  Street,  Eton,  Berkshire  SL4  6BW,  or 
telephone  them  on  01753  833752,  quoting 
reference  282287. 


Michael  Page  Sales  &  Marketing 

Specialist  Recruitment  Consultants 
London  Windsor  Birmingham  &  Leeds 
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APPOINTMENTS 


LOCUMS 


Clayton  •  Staffordshire 

hnthusmstiL  Pharmacist  Manager  required  for  a  busy  community  pharmacy. 
Must  be  motivated  to  enable  pharmacy  to  develop.  Excellent  surroundings, 
supporting  staff,  salary,  minimum  paperwork.  Newly  registered  welcomed. 

Tel:  R.  Patel  on  01270  212842  (days)  or  0161  428  7289  (eves  after  8pm) 


Experienced  O.T.C.  chemist  sales 
people  wanted  to  sell  innovative 
skincare  product  on  self-employed 
basis.  All  Areas.  Good  commission 
rates.  Please  apply  in  writing 
enclosing  a  C  V  to 
Laura  Horner 
Sherwood  Skincare  Limited 
Heathcoat  Building 
Highfield  Science  Park,  University 
Nottingham  NC7  2QJ 


LONDON  SE15 

We  require  an  enthusiastic  manager  for  a 
pharmacy  close  to  a  GP  health  centre  You 
should  he  keen  on  patient  counselling  and 
professional  development,  hut  also  understand 
the  commercial  reality  of  the  MIS 
We  can  offer 

■  4/5  day  week,  alternate  Saturdays 

■  Experienced  staff  dispenser  and  counter 
assistant 

■  Suppon  lor  professional  development 

■  Salary  by  negotiation 

If  you  fit  the  bill,  please  contact  Tony  De  Souza 
Tel:  01634  232079  (daytime) 
or(W73  703120  (evenings) 


PHARMACIST 
REQUIRED  IN 
NOTTINGHAM 

TELEPHONE: 
01 15  978  5826 


Nottingham 

Pharmacy  Manager/Relief  Manager 
We  require  two  good  pharmacists  to 
join  our  team.  We  offer  good  working 
environments,  good  supporting  staff 
and  good  remuneration. 
Apply  to  PHARMPl  f  X 
J8-40  Chilwell  Road, 
Beeston,  Nottingham 
Tel:  01 15  9253034  Fax:  0115  922  9631 


PRE-REG  EXPERIENCE 


Pre-Registration  -  place  available 
July/Aug  '96  -  Unique  community 
pharmacy  with  'Clinical'  involvement  in 
Hospice,  Private  Hospital  and  in  working 
with  G.P.'s.  Please  write  with  full  C.V.  to: 
Colecros,  I  Hylands  Parade,  Wood  Street, 
Chelmsford,  Essex  CH2  8BW 


Pre-Reg.  Placement 
available  in  SE4 

(Brokley). 
To  start  July  96 

Tel:  0181  692  2823 


LOCUMS 


PHARMACY 
SERVICES 

1  We  have  over  5,000  pharmacists 
1  registered  PLUS  experience  of 
I  handling  over  250,000  bookings] 
I  NATIONWIDE! 

Bvutaqlum  0121-233  0233 
NwuutU  0191-2330506 

Mcmckilm  0161-766  4013 
SkffiM    0114-2699  937 
EdUtbuAqk  0131-2290900 
Cardiff      01222  549174 
;  LotuU      01892  515963 
Exdn,       01392  422244 

°  Provided  by  experienced  staff.  1 

•  Locum  bone-fides  checked. 

•  A  mobile  &  motivated  locum  pofl 

•  NATIONWIDE  COVERAGE. .  I 

•  Pharmacist  staff  to  deal  with  .  B 
technical  issues.  ' 

LEAVE  THE  WORRY  TO  Uff 

\  

ExjM'ricnct'd,  reliable 

locum  available  lor 
regular  or  odd  day  per 
week.  Wimbledon  and 
surrounding  area. 

Tel:  0181  543  2609 


HALE  ♦  CHESHIRE 

Regular  locum  required 
Saturday*  4am  -  5.30pm 
Also  Locum  required  for  holiday  cover 
in  Hale/ Altrlncham  area, 
telephone  DIM  "2X  lhh2(dav) 
or  0161  429  7359  (evenings/weekends) 


SELF-EMPLOYED  LOCUMS 

*  Are  you  familiar  with  'self-assessment'  rules  starting 
from  April  1 996? 

*  Qualified  Accountant  provides  a  full  accountancy/ 
tax  service  for  reasonable  rates. 

Tel:  0181  908  5006 


BUSINESS  FOR  SALE 


ALLIANCE  VALUERS  & 
STOCKTAKERS 

(01423)  508172 


PRESTON 

Freehold  suburban  family 
pharmacy.  T/O  FYE  31.8.95 
£175,083  largely  under  locum 
managemnet.  5  day  trading.  NHS 
items  average  1,817  per  month. 
Offers  around  £10,000  for  GW/Fix 
plus  SAV  plus  freehold  property  at 
valuation,  circa  £40,000. 


LEEDS 

Retirement  sale.  Leasehold  pharmacy 
in  suburban  shopping  centre.  T/O 
£280,000  from  5  day  trading  only. 
NHS  items  average  2,412  per  month. 
Offers  invited  for  GW/Fix  plus  SAV. 


BUSINESS  WANTED 


Moss  Chemists  are  a  subsidiary  of  Unichem  PLC,  controlled 
by  Pharmacists  with  a  positive  professional  approach.  We 
are  expanding  rapidly  and  wish  to  hear  of  pharmacies  or 
groups  of  pharmacies  for  sale  throughout  the  U.K.  with  a 
minimum  turnover  of  £500,000. 
Freeholds  purchased.  Please  write  or  telephone: 

Mr  M.  C.  Bayly,  Development  Director 
Moss  Chemists 
Fern  Grove,  Feltham, 
Middlesex  TW14  9BD 
Tel  No:  0181  890  9333 


CHEMISTS 


COMPUTER  SYSTEMS 


DISCOVER  HIDDEN 
DISPENSING  PROFITS 


Increase  Profitability 
Enhance  Customer  Care 
Increase  Staff  Motivation 
Improve  Communication 
Improve  Efficiency 
Slash  Workloads 
Provide  Professional  Practice  Image 
Increase  Flexibility 


I 


WITH 


PACE  jteta 


□Jhpmr  I 


Professional 
Dispensing  Systems  for 
Professional  Pharmacists 

FOR  DETAILS 
AND/OR  A  FREE  DEMONSTRATION: 


Tel:  0161  9417011 

PACE  BETA  COMPUTERS,  FREEPOST  ALM  1610,  ALTRINCHAM,  WA14 1AR 


PILLS  -  Patient  Medication  Records 
POSHH  Checkout  -  EPoS 


Developed  and  Supplied 
hy  Pharmac  ists 


i 

m 


PROMOTED 


Hadley  Hutt  Computing  Ltd, 
George  Bayliss  Road,  Droitwich,  Worcs  WR9  9RD 
Telephone  01905  795335  Fax:  01905  795345 

Please  quote  ref  CD96  when  replying  to  this  ad 
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COMPUTER  SYSTEMS 


PRODUCTS  AND  SERVICES 


Alchemist  3000  PMR 

dispensary  system 
NEW  VERSION  !!!!!! 

Prophet  2000  EPOS 
Intelligent  till  system 
Transform  your  business 


All 

Net-  Workable 


We  use  our 
engineers 


We  deliver  & 
install  FREE 


CHEMTEC  SYSTEMS  LTD. 
he  Old  Polite  Station,  Golden  hill,  Leyland  PR  5  2NN 


Tel  (01 7  7 'J  622819  f4  V  (01 ', 


'">»  6~>~>>i7Q 


QUALIFIED  PERSON 


LOOKING  FOR  A  QP? 

FOR  A  WHOLESALE  DEALERS 
(IMPORT)  OR  MANUFACTURING  LICENCE 

lama  Qualified  Person  under75/3l9/EEC  lama  Pharmacist  with  a  wide  range  of 
manufacturing  experience  ovailable  in  the  Midlands,  East  Anglia  and  around  the 
M25  Hourly  rates  negotiable  Please  apply  through 

C&D  BOX  NUMBER  3509 

Miller  Freeman  Ltd 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge 
Kent  TN9  I  RW 


BUSINESSlink 


A  FREE  Service  for  Chemist  &  Druggist  Subscribers 


EXCESS  STOCK 


TRADE  LESS  25%+VAT  -6Suprefact 
sprays  (8/97),  500  Keflex  caps  500mg 
(8/97),  6x56  Modecate  cone. 
lOOmg/ml  (exp  3/97),  100  Fucidin 
tabs  (exp  12/96),  10  Loron  tabs  520 
(exp  5/97),  60x28  Tenormin  (exp 
1 1/99),  2x84  Rythmodan  lOOmg  (exp 
6/97).  Tel:  0191-252  0253. 

TRADE  LESS  50%+VAT+POSTAGE  - 
2  boxes  Coloplast  Assura  bags  2465 
30mm.  Tel  0181-520  1713. 

TRADE  LESS  30%+VAT+POSTAGE  - 
lxlOVepesid  lOOmg  caps  (exp  11/96). 
Tel:  01263  712160. 

TRADE  LESS  50%+VAT+POSTAGE  - 
Influvac  (exp  6/96).  Trade  less 
40%+VAT+postage  -  Bard  biocath 
2269/16,  Osmolite  1000ml  (exp  5/96), 
Anafranil  50mg.  Trade  less 
30%+VAT+postage    -  Transiderm- 


Nitro  10.  Penlasa  500mg  SR.  Tagamet 
800mg.  Tel:  01923  825753. 
TRADE  LESS  30%+VAT  -  4x30 
Sandimmun  caps  50mg,  1  Genotropin 
16iu/ml  inj,  10x140  Diurexan  tabs, 
1x28  Monozide  10,  1x56  Molipaxin 
lOOmg,  1x84  Molipaxin  50mg,  8x20 
Ventolin  nebules  5mg,  4  Flixotide 
250mcg  inhalers,  2  Flixotide  125  meg 
inhalers.  17x28  BetalocSA  Tel:  01253 
301522. 

TRADE  LESS  30%+VAT  •  Sno  tears 
eye  drops  2x10ml  (exp  5/96).  Audi- 
cort  ear  solution  lxlOml  (exp  6/96). 
Unihep  heparin  lO.OOOiul  5x10  (exp 
10/96).  Sodium  Bicarbonate  BP  caps 
500mg  1x1000  (exp  10/96).  and  many 
others.  Tel:  0181-422  3905 

TRADE  LESS  25%+VAT+POSTAGE  - 
55  Sandimmun  25mg  (exp  9/98),  90 
Sandimmun  lOOmg  (exp  9/98).  Tel: 
01252  542807 

TRADE  LESS  30%+VAT  -  2x6x0.5ml 


medielite  pic 

TEL:  0181-841  4144 

FAX:  0181  841  8  WO 


s 


s 


c  c 

< 

I  I 

A  A 
i  i 

i 

A 

L 

KODAK  GOLD  FILM 

NETT  PRICK 

%  OFF  TRADE 

GA  135x24  EXPS(IOOASA) 

1.48 

40% 

GA  135x36  EXPS(IOOASA) 

1.90 

40% 

GB  135x24  EXPS  (200ASA) 

1.79 

33% 

GB  135x36  EXPS  (200ASA) 

2.26 

33% 

GC  135x24  EXPS  (400ASA) 

2.21 

22% 

GC  135x36  EXPS  (400ASA) 

2.76 

22% 

KODAK  FUN  CAMERA 

2.99 

<OE 


TEI 


-  GOODS  SUBJECT  TO  AVAILABILITY 

MEDIELITE  PLC 
BELVUE  BUSINESS  CENTRE 
UNITS  16  &  17  BELVUE  ROAD 
NORTHOLT,  MIDDX  UBS  5QQ 
0181  841  4144  FAX:  0181  841  8390 


FRANK  G.  MAY  &  SON 

EFFICIENT  PERSONAL  SERVICE 


STOCKTAKERS  +  VALUERS 
BUSINESS  SALES  AGENTS 
PHARMACIST  LOCUM  AGENTS 


3  ST.  MICHAELS  RD.,  MAIDSTONE,  KENT 
TEL/FAX  MAIDSTONE  (01622)  754427  MOBILE  (0589)  367605 


Eprex  syringes  (exp  9/96).  Tel:  01782 
314814. 

TRADE  LESS  50%+VAT  -  3x28  Lescol 
20mg  tabs,  8x100  Benoral  tabs,  4x10 
Hollister  pouches  code  4613,  6x10 
Hollister  pouches  code  4403.  Tel: 
0141-639  7191. 

TRADE  LESS  25%+VAT  -  2x10ml 
Ilube  drops  (exp  8/96),  8x28  Nifensar 
XL  (exp  7/97),  5x56  Hypovase  lmg 
(exp  6/97),  1x180  Quetran  sachets 
(exp  1/00).  Tel:  0171-924  5600. 

VICHY  COSMETICS  Urge  stocks 
available  at  substantial  savings.  Tel: 
01282  8434 16. 


FOR  SALE 


FRONT  DISPLAY  COUNTER  -  1  x 

1200mm  with  rear  shelving.  2  x 
1200mm  counter  glass  fronted,  rear 


sliding  glass  doors.  Suitable  for  vari- 
ous types  of  displays  -  perfumes,  gifts 
etc.  Reasonable  offer  accepted.  Tel: 
0181  592  2497. 

MINI  LAB  -  ( Inental  Mini  2,  prints  up  to 
3x12  size,  up  to  100  films  per  day. 
Extras  available.  Tel:  01703  869820 
(evenings). 

SHOP  FITTINGS  -  Nearly  new.  S30  a 
bay,  Dexion  shelving  8  bays  S50  com- 
plete, counters,  perfume  cabinet, 
cheap.  Tel:  0181-989  0511  (day)  0181- 
590  0503  (eve). 

ACCOMMODATION 

GREECE  -  Stoupa  in  mainland  Greece 
on  the  Mani  peninsular  House  sleeps 
6,  all  amenities,  quiet  spot  in  a  small 
village,  lovely  beach  5  minutes  walk. 
Tel:  01803  75276. 


EXCESS  STOCK  CAUTION 

Pharmacists  are  responsible  for  the  quality,  safety  and  efficacy  of 
medicines  they  supply.  In  purchasing  from  sources  other  than 
manufacturers  or  licensed  wholesalers,  they  must  satisfy  them- 
selves about  product  history,  conditions  of  storage  and  so  on 
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PRODUCTS  AND  SERVICES 


PRODUCTS  AND  SERVICES 


+  CAMRx  + 

FOCUSING  ON  THE  FUTURE 
PERSONAL  AND  VALUABLE 
SERVICE  AT  ALL  TIMES 


JOIN  THE  GROWING  BAND 
of  PEOPLE  who  INCREASE 
their  PROFITS  by  £££££'s 


1.  A  vital  invaluable  formidable  negotiating 
base  will  pack  a  real  punch. 

2.  Group  ^'oW^ITi  adds  pounds  to 
your  pocket. 

3.  Our  negotiating  skills,  contacts  and  know 
how  will  bring  you  extra  savings  from 
numerous  companies. 


COULD  REVOLUTIONISE  YOUR  BUSINESS 
54/62  Silver  Street,  Whitwlck,  Leicestershire  LE67  3ET 
TEL:  01530  510520  FAX:  01530  811590 


RING  FOR  DETAILS  ON 
FREEPHONE  0800  526074 


The  Power 
of  Multiples . . . 
...  the  Privilege 
of  Independence. 


Independent  Pharmacists 
"Profit  from  Professionalism" 

Become  a  member  of  the 
UK's 

fastest  growing  group 

•  JOIN  US  NOW  • 

J 


Wish  to  become  a  member?     NuCcH°C  Die 
Please  contact  us  Today.         447  Kenton  Road 

Harrow 

Middlesex  HA3  OXY 
Tel:  0181-732  2772 
Fax:  0181-732  2774 


The  deadline  for  next  weeks  issue  is  foes  16th  April  at  4pm. 
Please  call  Lucy  Reynolds  on  01732  377222  or  Fax  01732  368210 


Free  entries  in  "Business 
Link"  (maximum  30 
words)  are  restricted  to 
community  pharmacist 
subscribers  to  Chemist  & 
Druggist.  No  trade 
advertisements  will  be 
permitted.  Acceptance  is 
at  the  discretion  of  the 
Publishers  and  depends 
upon  space  being 
available.  Send  proposed 
wording  to  "Business 
Link"  using  the  form 
printed  alongside. 

Appointments,  situations 
wanted,  and  businesses 
for  sale  will  be 
incorporated  as  lineage 
advertisements  under 
the  appropriate 
Classified  headings. 


To:  Business  Link,  CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST,  Miller  Freeman  House, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  1RW. 

PLEASE  COMPLETE  IN  BLOCK  CAPITALS 

Surname  

First  names  

Address   

 Postcode  

Personal  RPSGB  Registration  number  

Telephone  Number  

Proposed  advertisement  copy  (maximum  30  words) 
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SHOPFITTINGS 


SPECIALS 


6j-|OPriJ[iNc; 


FROM  LOW  COST  PERIMETER  SHELVING  TO 
UPMARKET  PERFUMERY  SHOWCASES  TRADITIONAL 
OR  CONTINENTAL  DISPENSARIES 

CONTACT  MARTIN  BAGG  FOR  A  COMPLETE 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE  PHARMACIST 

01392-216606 


IQHUjE 

LIMITED 

COMPLETE  PHARMACY 
SHOPFITTING  SPECIALISTS 

Design  and  Manufacture    -    Nationwide  Service 
Competitive  Prices 


y\     Nordia  House,  Seacroft  Industrial  Estate, 
Coal  Road,  Leeds  LS14  2 AW 
Tel:  0113  232  3478    Fax:  0113  232  3348 


COLEMAN'S  CHEMIST 
Lee-on-Solent  •  Hants 

■  ■  ,:•  ■■■  i 


9  Lynx  Crescent,  Weston  Ind  Est.,  Weston-super-Mare  BS24  9DJ 


i 


WOODSTYLTh 

T    ▼    SHOPFITTING  AND  DESIGN  " 


SPECIALISTS  IN  RETAIL  PHARMACY 
AND  DISPENSARY  SHOPFITTING 

APPROVED  BY  THE  N.P.A. 
CALL  NOW  FOR  DETAILS 

Edison  Road,  St  Ives  Industrial  Estate,  St  Ives 

Huntingdon,  Cambs  PE17  4LF 
Telephone:  01480  494262  Fax:  01480  495826 


Phamuccuiical  Product 


Bespoked  Tailors  of  Pharmaceuticals  offering 

A  TRADITIONAL  SPECIALS  SERVICE 

for  that  "specials"  patient  cared  for  by  that  special 
professional 

Where  confidence  in  quality  and  price  is  a  must  and  where  the 
minimum  order  value  is  ONE. 

(  ontact  Kami  Pazik,  Director,  on  01296  W4142. 
Mandeville  Medicines,  I  he  Specialists  in  Specials, 
for  sterile,  non-sterile  and  assembled  specials,  clinical  trials 
supplies  and  a  free  help  line. 


STOCKTAKERS 


Frankland  &  Co. 


STOCKTAKERS,  VALUERS  &  TRANSFER  AGENTS 


219  Harrison  Road.  Belgrave.  Leicester.  LE4  6QN 
Telephone:  (01  16)  266  5299   Facsimile:  (01  16)  26  1  0284 
SPECIALISTS  IN  PHARMAC  Y  STOCKTAKING  NATIONWIDE 

Comprehensive 

stocktaking  and     (  (  XJRS  J 
business  transfer 


STOCK  WANTED 


WANTED 


Old  chemist  shop  fittings,  drug  runs,  bow 

cabinets  etc. 
Complete  shop  interiors  purchased.  We  try 
hardest,  travel  furthest,  pay  more. 

Telephone  01327  349249 
Eves  341192 
Fax:  01327  349397 


CHEMIST  -  WANTED  -  PHARMACY 

Surplus  Coloured  Glass  Bottles  and  Jars  Wanted 
Black  Glass  Jars  Drug  Jars  —  Blue  or  Green 
Blue  Castor  Oils  Coloured  Soda  Syphons. 
"Admiralty"  Square  Blue  Poisons  Spare  Stoppers 
Common  Blue  "Not  to  be  taken"  Poisons  —  All  shapes 
Mixed  Assortments  of  Surplus  Bottles  as  above 
Contact:  Eric  Padfield, 
18  Mulberry  Gardens,  Sherborne.  Dorset. 
Tel:  01935  816073  Fax:  01935  814181 


WANTED 


Second-Hand  MDS  Heat  Sealer 
Tel:  03780  10012 
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OUTpeople 


Walkies! 

If  you  feel  that  you  need  a  little 
exercise,  how  about  going  for  a 
walk? 

If  you  want  to  double  the  satis- 
faction, you  could  take  your  walk 
as  part  of  a  fund-raising  event  to 
collect  money  for  Guide  Dogs  for 
the  Blind. 

Popat  Shah  of  Pharmco  Chem- 
ist in  Edgware,  north  London,  is 
organising  an  annual  ten-mile 
sponsored  walk  to  raise  over 
£5,000.  This  will  help  buy  and 
tr  ain  five  guide  dogs. 

As  an  added  incentive,  the  first 
100  walkers  to  register  on  the 
morning  of  the  walk,  June 30,  will 
receive  a  complimentary  T-shirt. 

Details  of  the  walk  are  avail- 
able from  Mr'  Shah  at  Pharmco 
Chemist,  201  Deansbrook  Road, 
Edgware,  Middlesex  HA8  9BU. 
Tel:  0181  959  1835. 


The  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  announced  this 
year's  Charter  medal  recipients. 
Dr  Trevor  Jones  (pictured), 
director  general  of  the  ABPI,  has 
been  awarded  the  gold  medal, 
and  Marshall  Gellman,  a  former 
chairman  of  the  NPA,  will 
receive  the  silver 


Natalie  Moan  (right),  pharmacy 
manager  at  Frank  Jones  Chemist 
in  Tyne  &  Wear,  is  the  winner  of 
Smithkline  Beecham's  mystery 
shopper  competition.  Her  high- 
impact  window  display  of  Night 
Nurse  and  Day  Nurse  won  her  a 
£500  prize,  presented  by  SB  area 
sales  manager  Kevin  Robinson 
(centre)  and  SB  north  east 
pharmacy  territory  manager 
Domenico  Velluci  (left) 


MONDAY.  APRIL  15 

Derby  &  District  Branch, 
RPSGB 

Kingsway  Hospital, 
Postgraduate  Centre,  7.30pm. 
'Question  Time'.  Panel:  Noel 
Baumber  (PSNC),  Ben 
Chatterton  (pharmacy 
inspector),  Professor'  Li  Wan  Po 
(Nottingham  University  School 
of  Pharmacy)  and  Marshall 
Davies  (superintendent,  Boots). 
Southampton  &  District 
Branch,  RPSGB 
PGMC,  Southampton  Gener  al 
Hospital,  7.30pm  for  8.00pm. 
Annual  general  meeting 
followed  by  a  wine  lasling 
evening. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  16 

Shropshire  Branch,  RPSGB 

Albrighton  Hall  Hotel, 
Shrewsbury  7.00pm.  Annual 
general  meeting  followed  by 
Astra  Pharmaceuticals  giving  a 
presentation,  'Losec  strategy'. 
Also  Michael  Williams,  North 
West  facilitator  for'  Pharmacy  in 


Wakefield  wonders 


Pupils  have  been  rewarded  for  con 
tributions    to  Wakefield 
Health  Author- 
ity's 'Help  Us  To 
Help  You'  scheme. 

M  i  n s  t horp  e 
High  School  stu 
dents  were  invited 
to    contribute  a 
poem  or'  brochure 
around  the  HTJTHY 
campaign,  featuring 
cartoon  characters 
Ivor  Remedy  (a  phar 
macist!)  and  Dr  R  I 
Well. 

HUTHY  is  a  public 
health  education  campaign, 
which  has  produced  leaflets, 
handbooks  and  comics  for  distri- 
bution through  selected  schools, 
pharmacies,  doctors'  surgeries 
and  libraries. 

Pharmacist  Keith  Hyde,  who 
runs  the  Vantage  Pharmacy  in 
South  Elmsall,  Pontefract,  has 
been  involved  with  the  planning 
for  18  months.  He  says  the  main 
theme  has  been  to  tell  the  public 
that  it  is  not  always  necessary  to 
visit  a  GP,  and  that  they  could 
consult  the  pharmacist  first. 

By  taking  the  scheme  into 


COMING  EVENTS 


the  New  Age.  Buffet, 

South  Staffordshire  Branch, 

RPSGB 

The  Swan  Hotel,  Lichfield,  7.30 
for  8.00pm.  Annual  general 
meeting.  Buffet. 
Lanarkshire  Branch,  RPSGB 
Old  Mill  Hotel,  Motherwell, 
8.00pm.  Annual  general  meeting 
and  dinner. 

Oxfordshire  Branch,  RPSGB 

Postgraduate  Medical  Centre, 
John  Radcliffe  Hospital,  8.00pm. 
'Success  with  community  health 
promotion  pr  ojects'  by  Claire 
Anderson,  King's  College 
department  of  pharmacy. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  17 

West  Hertfordshire  Branch, 
RPSGB 

Post  Graduate  Medical  Centre,  St 
Albans  City  Hospital,  7.30pm  for 
8.00pm.  Annual  general  meeting, 
followed  by  'Nurse  prescribing' 
by  Maureen  Williams,  health 
agency  nur  se  adviser, 
Hammersmith  &  Hounslow 
Health  Agency.  Light  buffet. 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  18 

Edinburgh  &  Lothians 
Branch,  RPSGB 

36  York  Place,  Edinburgh, 
7.45pm.  Annual  general  meeting 
and  'The  History  of  RIE'  by  Dr 
Mike  Barfoot  (archivist), 
Edinburgh  University. 
Glasgow  &  West  of  Scotland 
Branch,  RPSGB 
Annual  general  meeting,  7.00pm, 
and  visit  to  AAH  wholesaler,  204 
Polnradie  Road,  Glasgow  G42. 
Bedfordshire  Branch,  RPSGB 
Cedar  Room,  Conference 
Centre,  Silsoe  College,  Silsoe, 
Bedfordshire,  8.00pm.  Annual 
general  meet  ing. 
Harrow  &  Hillingdon  Branch, 
RPSGB 

Northwick  Park  Hospital  at 
8.10pm.  Annual  general  meeting, 
I'olli  iwed  l>\  '(  hinese  medicine 
in  the  UK'  by  Professor  Chan. 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy. 
Stirling  &  Central  Scottish 
Branch,  RPSGB 
Forthbank  Leisur  e  Stadium 
(Stirling  Albion  Football 


Eric  Hilton, 
head  of  personal  and  social 
education  at  Minsthorpe  High 
School,  presented  gift  vouchers 
to  four  of  the  successful  students 
(left  to  right):  Michelle  Jones, 
Nicola  Cumberpatch,  Kerry 
Ridley  and  Melanie  Birks 

schools  Mr  Hyde  hopes  the 
schoolchildren  will  put  the  mes- 
sage across  to  parents.  The 
scheme  has  also  featured  a  WHA 
caravan,  distributing  leaflets. 

Debbie  Haywood  of  WHA  says 
the  scheme  is  currently  being 
evaluated  and  she  hopes  it  will  be 
extended  to  the  whole  of  Wake- 
field in  the  summer. 


Ground),  8.00pm.  Annual 
general  meeting  followed  by  a 
general  knowledge  quiz  for  all. 
Buffet  supper. 

Advance  information 

The  National  Association  of 
Women  Pharmacists  is  holding 
its  conference  forum  on  Sunday, 
April  21,  at  the  Glendower 
Hotel,  Lytham  St  Annes, 
Blackpool,  starting  at  2.15pm. 
The  theme  is  The  face  of 
pharmacy  in  the  future'. 
The  College  of  Pharmacy 
Practice  is  holding  a  College 
Day  at  the  De  Montfort  Hotel, 
Kcnilw  ni  ili  \\  ;n  u  ickshire 
April  25.  The  day  seminar,  on 
'Ethical  dilemmas  as  we 
approach  the  millennium', 
begins  at  11.00am.  Presentations 
and  the  annual  general  meeting 
start  at  6.00pm.  Details  from  Sue 
Elfring  at  the  University  of 
Warwick  Science  Park,  Barclays 
Venture  Centre,  Sir  William 
Lyons  Road,  Coventry  CV4  7EZ. 
Tel:  01203  692400. 


All  rights  reserved.  No  pari  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced  or  transmitted  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or  mechanical  including  | 
or  retrieval  system  without  the  express  prior  writ  ten  consent  of  t  he  publisher.  The  contents  of  Chemist  &  Druggist  are  subject  to  reproduction  in 
freeman  Professional  bid  may  pass  suitable  reader  addresses  In  oilier  relevant  suppliers.  If  you  do  not  wish  to  receive  sales  information  from  oth 
freeman  Professional  bid.  Original  ion  In  London  Scanning,  2  la  Shore  lid, London,  Printed  by  St  Ives  (liillinghaiu)  Ltd.  (iillinghain,  Kent.  Hogislerc 
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A  CLEAN 
BILL  OF  HEALTH 


KJ\J  /U  of  general 
practitioners  interviewed  in 
a  recent  survey*  agreed 
that  a  combination  of  . 
sodium  alginate  and  an  /J 
H2  antagonist  would  (l 
provide  more  effective 
relief  from  the  symptoms 
of  heartburn  than  other 
available  OTC  remedies. 

Tagamet  Dual  Action 
Liquid  is  the  only  liquid 
H2  antagonist/  alginate 
combination  available  OTC. 
Providing  fast-acting,  long- 
lasting  relief,  Tagamet  Dual 
Action  Liquid  is  appropriate 
first  line  therapy  for  suitable 
heartburn  sufferers. 


y,GHTS  heartburn  P*"1 
'  C°*TROLSacidreM* 


Tagamet  Dual  Action 
^PJ      B  Liquid.  Product 
V      ft  information: 

■J      H  Presentation.  A  white 

■        I  suspension  with  an  odour 
i  of  fruit  and  mint  containing 
H        >  500  mg  sodium  alginate 
M      m  B.P.C.  and  200  mg 

W'  cimetidine  per  10  ml  dose. 
V  Use.  Short  term 
^fl       R'  symptomatic  relief  of 

JF  heartburn,  associated  with 
^fl         W    acid  regurgitation,  especially  if 
■r   provoked  by  bending  over  or 
W      lying  supine.  Dosage  and 
Hr   administration:  Adults  (incl.  the 

elderly),  children  16  years  and  over.  10  ml 
suspension  when  symptoms  appear.  If  symptoms 
persist  for  more  than  1  hour  after  the  first  dose,  a 
second  dose  (10  ml)  may  be  taken,  but  no  more 
than  2  doses  in  any  4  hours  and  no  more  than  4 
doses  in  any  24  hours.  Treatment  should  not  be 
continued  for  more  than  two  weeks.  If  symptoms 
persist  for  more  than  two  weeks  or  recur 
regularly,  a  doctor  should  be  consulted.  Not  to  be 
given  to  children  under  16  years  of  age. 
Contraindications.  Hypersensitivity  to  cimetidine 
or  any  of  the  other  constituents.  Precautions. 
Not  recommended  in  patients  with  impaired  renal 
function,  hepatic  impairment;  taking  oral 
anticoagulants,  phenytoin,  theophylline, 
intravenous  lignocaine;  middle  aged  or  older 
patients  with  new/changing  dyspeptic  symptoms, 
any  patients  with  unintended  weight  loss  and 
dyspeptic  symptoms,  because  of  potential  delay  in 
diagnosis  of  gastric  cancer;  with  compromised  bone 
marrow;  in  pregnancy  and  lactation.  Use  only  on  a 
doctor's  advice  in  patients:  with  any  other  illness, 
using  any  medication,  under  medical  supervision 
for  other  reasons,  with  a  history  of  peptic  ulcer 
who  are  now  using  NSAIDS  especially  the  elderly. 
Contains  66  mg  sodium  per  10  ml  dose  and  this 
should  be  included  in  the  daily  allowance  of 
patients  on  sodium  restricted  diets.  Adverse 
reactions.  Diarrhoea,  dizziness,  rash,  tiredness. 
Gynaecomastia,  occasional  liver  damage, 
confusional  states  (usually  in  the  elderly  or  very  ill), 
all  reversible.  Rarely  thrombocytopenia,  ieucopenia, 
agranulocytosis,  all  reversible.  Very  rarely, 
hepatitis,  interstitial  nephritis,  acute 
pancreatitis,  headache,  myalgia,  arthralgia, 
lk\  .  fever,  sinus  bradycardia,  tachycardia  and 
A  \  heartblock,  all  reversible,  aplastic 
K  tk\  anaem'3'  pancytopenia  and 
NP^gttl  anaphylaxis.  Reports  of  alopecia  and 
"^gfflpjf  verv  rarely  reports  of  impotence  but 
BW^  no  causal  relationship  has  been 
BP?    established  at  usual  prescribed 
BP^     therapeutic  doses.  Product  licence 
number  0002/0232.  Retail  price 
(200  ml)  £4-99.  Legal  category  P. 
Date  of  preparation  8  June  1995. 

Reference  1.  Taylor  Nelson  AGB  pic 
Omnimed  1995. 


sodium  alginate/cimetidine 


ECLIPSES  EXISTING  RAFTING  AGENTS 

*An  independently  conducted  survey  of  214  general  practitioners  conducted  in  October  1995? 


SmithKline  Beecham  Consumer  Healthcare, 
SB  House,  Brentford,  Middlesex,  TW8  9BD. 
Telephone  number  0181  560  5151. 
Tagamet*  is  a  trademark. 

C^ffj))  SmithKline  Beecham 
■313  Consumer  Healthcare 
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